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BUGSY MALONE'S BACK 




A vigil and requiem to commemorate the centenary of the Battle of the Somme was held at Westminster Abbey on Friday REPORT, PAGE 3 


Brexit backlash next 

that would let London retain much more 


Call for tax reform 

BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

LONDON is heading for a financial 
civil war with the rest of the UK in 
a Brexit backlash - with city leaders 
pressing to cut the capital’s bail-out 
of Britain by up to £63 billion. 


Fuelled by fury that most of Eng¬ 
land and Wales voted the “wrong” 
way in the EU referendum, now 
London is set to get its own back 
with a push for UK-punishing tax 
reforms that would hit the rest of 
the country hard. 

As London Mayor Sadiq Khan is 


calling for greater autonomy for the 
capital in the wake of Brexit, it has 
emerged that powers in the capital 
want to tighten the gushing tap that 
largely keeps the nation afloat - and 
reduce it to a drip-feed. 

The consequences could be severe 
- good for London but setting the 


of its revenue 

rest of the UK against the capital as 
it risks opening up a Rich v Poor di¬ 
vide. Now city leaders led by Lib- 
Dem London Assembly member 
Caroline Pidgeon want taxes raised 
in London spent in London. 

FULL REPORT, PAGE 5 


I was injured in 
Soho nightclub 
incident: claim 

A WOMAN claims she was struck by 
police and left covered in blood at a 
gay pride event - because they 
thought she was a man. 

The woman, who goes by the 
name Charmer, was left with blood 
pouring from her face after she says 
she was slammed into a wall by 
police as she tried to protect her 
partner. 

Charmer, 26, and her long-term 
girlfriend Laura were at the London 
Pride rally last month when they were 
involved in an altercation outside G- 
A-Y nightclub. 

She claims a large man stormed by 
and bashed into her girlfriend so hard 
she nearly fell. 

Charmer claimed she was 
approached by all-male police 
officers who mistook her for a man 
and restrained her. 

The student said:"Whilst the police 
had me they were calling me a lad. I 
was telling them I was a female and 
that they were hurting me but they 
carried on.The officers slammed my 
head into the wall and split my head 
open." 

Security guard Laura, 22, said there 
were about ten police who restrained 
Charmer against a wall outside the 
nightclub in Soho. 

She said:"We're not criminals we 
just came here for a good time - the 
police didn't even go after the man 
involved. 

"I think it was discrimination - they 
kept calling her a lad and there were 
no female officers. Her head was 
pouring with blood and she had a 
panic attack, when she has severe 
chronic back pain already." 

The pair, who go to Pride every 
year, say they will be lodging a 
complaint about the incident, as they 
claim police ignored Charmer's pleas 
that she actually was female and 
suffers back pain as well has mental 
health problems. 

Charmer has been diagnosed with 
ADHD, panic attacks, anxiety, chronic 
back pain, and a personality disorder. 

The Metropolitan Police have been 
approached for a comment. 
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TOTHE CUSTOMER: 

This coupon may be used as part payment of 50p towards your next 
purchase of Carabao energy drink. Offer available in all participating 
retailers. Only one coupon can be used against each item purchased. 
Coupon must be presented attime of purchase, can only be used once 
and must be surrendered upon use. Not to be used in conjunction with 
any other offer, promotion, discount or other coupon. Only original and 
undamaged coupons accepted. Void if altered ortampered with. Not for 
sale or auction. Not available online. Valid until 01/07/2017 


TO THE RETAILER: 

Carabao will redeem this coupon at the value of 50p provided it has been 
taken as part payment towards Carabao energy drink in accordance 
with the Customer terms. Carabao reserves the right to request proof 
of purchase or to refuse redemption of defaced or damaged coupons 
orthose that have not been correctly redeemed as per instructions. 

Send coupons to Valassis Ltd, P0 Box 6199, Nuneaton CV119HQ 
within 3 months of the valid until date. Name and address of Promoter 
Intercarabao Limited. 15th Floor, 7 Old Park Lane I London W1K1QR 



9 927260 010505 










































2 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


INTERVIEW 


TUESDAY JULY 5 2016 


CMN 


Part of Capital Media Newspapers Limited 


Mission to haul the homeless out 
of poverty trap is streets ahead 


The London Weekly News Group 
Westminster & Pimlico News 
(Established 1857) 
Kensington & 

Chelsea News 
(Established 1857 & 1869) 
Fulham Chronicle 
(Established 1888) 
Hammersmith Chronicle 
(Established 2015) 
Shepherd's Bush Chronicle 
(Established 2015) 
London Weekly News 
(Established 2014) 


DIRECTORS 

Philip Evans (Editor) 

07796 951991 

Hannah Walker 

020 883 59721 

Tim Dixon 


07739300485 


Editorial email 


editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

News Editor Geoff Baker 07864 992274 

Reporter Jack Dixon 07973 565078 

Sport-Tony MacDonald 07711 169427 

Advertising 

Trades/ 


Services 

Recruitment: 

Motors 

Property 

Leisure/Ents 


0208 768 4920/22 
0208 768 4923/24 
0208 768 4925/31 
0208 768 4925/31 
0208 768 4921 


Retail Advertising Display Manager 

Garry Cole 0208 768 4926 

Classified and Customer Service 


Manager 

Candy Brown 0208 768 4919 

Distribution 

Hayley Bright 020 8768 4916 


ipso. 



Nicky Sweetland makes a return visit to Tim 
Minchin's first masterpiece, the musical 
version of Roald Dahl's Matilda PAGE 20 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

A DETERMINED entrepreneur 
who launched a homelessness 
initiative after overcoming his 
own ordeal sleeping rough on the 
streets of London says the re¬ 
markable turnaround has 
changed his life forever. 

Rickesh Advani is now a “com¬ 
pletely different person” and 
hopes to help hundreds of other 
Londoners escape the poverty 
trap. 

London Weekly News first met 
the 27-year-old former Big Issue 
salesman last December, soon af¬ 
ter he set up Never Leaving Peo¬ 
ple - a support service for rough 
sleepers in Kensington and 
Chelsea and the City of Westmin¬ 
ster. 

Six months on and the fledg¬ 
ling social enterprise has already 
made huge strides. It is now well 
on the way to helping some of the 
most impoverished Londoners 
back to work - with real hope of 
a prosperous future. 

While the organisation essen¬ 
tially functions as a contact point 
and signposting service directing 
vulnerable people to the relevant 
support, Rick is working towards 
qualifications in psychology to 
provide further help and has be¬ 
gun fortnightly food distributions 
in some of central London’s most 
poverty-stricken areas. 

When he meets the London 
Weekly News he is handing out 
items of clothing and serving 
cups of coffee outside Covent Gar¬ 
den station. 

“Last time we did it we got re¬ 
ally good feedback from one girl 
who took away a whole suitcase 
worth of stuff,” says Rick. 

“When we met her again in the 
future we found out she had man¬ 
aged to get a job interview. Al¬ 
though she didn’t get the job she 
was really pleased because we 
had given her that sense of confi¬ 
dence and value as a human be¬ 
ing by supplying her with basic 
essentials like a change of clean 
clothing.” 

In the last five months NLP has 
worked with more homeless peo¬ 
ple than it did throughout the 
whole of 2015. Rick says the or¬ 
ganisation is now beginning to 
make a real impact in helping 
people to break the “perpetuating 
cycle” of poverty. 



Rickesh Advani, top, founder and director of Never Leaving People, and 
above, with volunteers Rashid Choaibi, Amy Selmon and Aysha Goodwin 


Contacting your council 


KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Accessible Transport 

0207361 2390 

accessible.transport@rbkc.gov.uk 
Arts & Leisure 
0207361 3003 
artsandleisure@rbkc.gov.uk 
Benefits 
0207361 3006 
benefits@rbkc.gov.uk 
Council Tax 
0207361 3005 


environmentalhealth@rbkc.gov.uk 
Family Information Services 
0207 361 3302fis@rbkc.gov.uk 
Housing 
0207361 3008 
housing@rbkc.gov.uk 
Land Charges 
0207361 3554 
Libraries 
0207361 3010 
information@rbkc.gov.uk 


Parking - permit 
(renewals) 

0207361 3019 
residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 
Patient Advice 
& Liaison Service 
0208962 4547 
Planning 
0207361 3012 
planning@rbkc.gov.uk 
Registrars 


coundltax@rbkc.gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

Parking - general enquiries 

0207361 3004 

0207361 4100 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Adult Services 

Children's Services 

Housing 

waste and rubbish 

0207361 3444 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

Streetline 

020 7641 2500 

0207641 4000 

020 7641 1000 

0207641 2000 

elect@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - penalty charges 

020 7361 3001 streetline@rbkc.gov.uk 

Libraries 

Planning 

Births, deaths and mar¬ 

General enquiries 

Education 

0207361 4383 

Social Services 

020 7641 6200 

0207641 6500 

riages 

0207641 7000 

0207361 3009 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3013 

Benefits 

Council Tax 

0207641 7500 

0207641 6000 

education@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new applications) 

socialservices@rbkc.gov.uk 

08000720042 

0845 3023400 

Elections 

Westminster City Hall 

Environmental Health 

0207361 4381 

Tell Us Once 

Parking 

Licensing 

0207641 7500 

64 Victoria Street 

0207361 3002 

residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3940 

020 78234567 

0207641 6500 

Household recycling, 

London SW1E6QP 


HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 

Adult social care 

Family information 

parkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:pa 

0845 313 3935 

service 

rkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk 

Benefits 

02087532450 

Planning 

02087483020 

0208753 6681 

Cleaner Greener hotline 

fis@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:fis@lbhf.gov.uk 

Housing 

020 8753 1100- 

0845 3133935 

planning@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:plan- 

cleaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:d 

Libraries 

ning@lbhf.gov.uk 

eaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk 

020 7361 3610 

Register Office 

Council tax 

libraries@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:li- 

0208753 2140 

0208753 6681 

braries@lbhf.gov.uk 

registeroffice@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:reg- 

Electoral services 

0208753 4466 

Parking control 

020 7371 5678 

isteroffice@lbhf.gov.uk 

electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto: 

parking@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:park- 

Report it 

electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk 

ing@lbhf.gov.uk 

0208753 1100 

Environment 

Parking permits 

Switchboard 

0208753 1081 

02087536681 

02087483020 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


The team is even working with 
a filmmaker to put together a doc¬ 
umentary about one of its clients, 
Dean, who has cerebral palsy and 
autism. He has been sleeping 
rough in London for nine years. 

“A lot of people would think 
that someone like Dean would be 
able to get support but somehow 
he has been allowed to fall 
through the net for the last nine 
years and stay on the street,” 
says Rick. “There are still some 
social issues that need to be ad¬ 
dressed. Homelessness is a grow¬ 
ing concern that we all need to 
do something about.” 

Rick knows all too well how in¬ 
dividuals can easily slip through 
the cracks in the system. He 
found himself living on the 
streets at the age of 21 having run 
up gambling debts of almost 
£300,000. He began selling the Big 
Issue in Covent Garden after leav¬ 
ing his job as a branch manager 
at Bradford & Bingley and falling 
deeper into addiction. 

It was an awful situation, he 
says. But one that helped him dis¬ 
cover the true value of life and 
the support of other people. 

“NLP has changed my life. I’m 
a completely different person 
now,” he adds. “Three years ago 
I was quite materialistic and 
monetary-focused, always think¬ 
ing about how much I had in the 
bank. Now I realise that all those 
things do not make me happy. 

“I get so much enjoyment from 
simply being around people and 
trying to make a difference. I get 
far greater rewards by giving 
than purchasing or receiving. 

“My whole perspective on life 
has changed - even the places I 
would go to on holiday. I used to 
want to go to a resort or a hotel 
but now I want to stay in a hostel 
and meet real people. I don’t want 
to eat in a five-star restaurant, I 
want to eat the street food and 
experience the culture.” 

Moving forward, Rick has big 
ambitions for Never Leaving Peo¬ 
ple. He has already struck a 
fundraising deal with Virgin 
Money and secured the charity's 
first significant grant but hopes 
to build more bridges with local 
business. 

Rick also wants to do more 
work with schools and churches 
to extend NLP’s support and ad¬ 
vice services further into the 
community. 

Ultimately, he wants to give 
others the self-belief to follow his 
path and lift themselves out of 
poverty. 

“The majority of what we deal 
with when it comes to homeless¬ 
ness is actually overcoming self- 
imposed barriers and negative 
perceptions about the way people 
view themselves,” he says. 

“Actually what I’ve found to be 
the most valuable thing is talking 
therapies and helping people re¬ 
assess and reconsider their situ¬ 
ation from a different perspec¬ 
tive. A lot of people tend to think 
T can’t’ or ‘woe is me’ because 
they have lived in such a perpet¬ 
uating negative cycle. But when 
you give people that initial sense 
of self-achievement and self-be¬ 
lief it really can snowball.” 

For more information about 
Rickesh and Never Leaving People 
you can visit www.neverleaving- 
people.co.uk or call 020 7101 5091 
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Cube king is 
an inspiration 

PORTLAND Place School 
pupils were given a once-in- 
a-lifetime opportunity to 
watch a demonstration from 
Rubik’s Cube champion 
Maxim Chechnev. 

The Russian-born speed 
cubing master showcased his 
amazing skills to the pupils, 
who have shown a particular 
interest in the famous puzzle 
of late. 

Maxim is best known for 
being placed second in 
Ukraine’s Got Talent in 2013 
and has continued to win 
competition after competi¬ 
tion with his amazing skills. 
His best time for completing 
the Rubik’s Cube is 13.35 sec¬ 
onds. He is also renowned for 
completing the mind-bog¬ 
gling contraption blind¬ 
folded, with a personal best 
time of one minute and five 
seconds. 

Lydia Coles, the teacher 
who organised the visit, said: 
“What’s brilliant about cub¬ 
ing is you don’t have to be 
great at maths to be able to 
do it but it still helps exercise 
the brain.” 



At the Rubik Centre, Maxim Chechnev is pictured with the 'cubing mad' students 


Inspectors praise workers for 
‘outstanding’ care of children 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londomveeklynews.co. uk 

WEST London social care 
services including those in 
Westminster have been 
hailed as a role model for the 
nation in an Ofsted report 
which highly praises the 
“consistently excellent” way 
that they look after vulnera¬ 
ble children. 

Along with the local au¬ 
thorities of Westminster and 
Hammersmith and Fulham, 
care workers in the royal 
borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea have been officially 
acclaimed for successfully 
working together to improve 
the lives of children in care. 

As a result, the three local 
authorities are the first in 
the country to achieve an 
“outstanding” judgement for 
their services for children 
looked after. 

Kensington and Chelsea 
and Westminster are also the 
first two authorities to be 
judged “outstanding” for 
overall effectiveness in their 
children’s services inspec¬ 
tion. 

“Senior leaders and 
elected members, working in 
collaboration, have created a 
strong culture of professional 
development, accountability 
and responsibility. Front line 
staff are well supported to de¬ 
liver services that are con¬ 
sistently excellent, and place 
a high value on building re¬ 
lationships between children 
and their social workers,” 
said Ofsted’s London Re¬ 
gional Director Mike Sheri¬ 
dan. 

He added: “I am delighted 
that these councils are doing 


well for our most vulnerable 
children and young people. 
Effective leadership is the 
bedrock for bringing about 
improvement in children’s 
social care. 

“Good, strong leaders en¬ 
courage continuous learning, 
a sense of shared responsi¬ 
bility and a culture that pro¬ 
tects and supports front line 
staff to help children in most 
need.” 

In its annual report on the 
standard of England’s chil¬ 
dren’s services, The Office 
for Standards in Education, 
Children’s Services and 
Skills said weak leadership 
in too many of the nation’s 
children’s services is letting 
down the most vulnerable 
children. The report shows 
that a quarter of England’s 
children’s services depart¬ 
ments, 21 in total, are cur¬ 
rently rated ‘inadequate’, 
while 43 require improve¬ 
ment. 

But Kensington and 
Chelsea services were cited 
as the perfect example of how 
Ofsted would like all English 
authorities to be. 

Ofsted reported: “In the 
tri-borough area of Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea, Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham, and West¬ 
minster, senior leaders and 
elected members are well- 
connected, well-informed 
and operate within a mature 
culture of respectful chal¬ 
lenge. 

“An absence of compla¬ 
cency leads to a strong cul¬ 
ture of continuous learning, 
professional accountability 
and responsibility. 

“In Kensington and 
Chelsea the sound gover¬ 


nance of services is delivered 
effectively by the chief exec¬ 
utive, elected members and 
statutory partnership 
boards, such as the health 
and well-being board. All of 
these link regularly and di¬ 
rectly to the tri-borough di¬ 
rector of children’s services. 

“In the tri-borough area of 
Kensington and Chelsea, 
Hammersmith and Fulham, 
and Westminster, practice 
leaders have developed and 
implemented the Focus on 
Practice model of social work 
effectively. This places a high 
value on relationship build¬ 
ing between children and 
their social workers to de¬ 
liver services that are con- 

Good, strong 
leaders encourage 
continuous 
learning, a 
sense of shared 
responsibility 
and a culture 
that protects and 
supports front line 
staff to help 
children who are 
in most need 


Ofsted 


sistently excellent. 

“This innovative project 
has been well thought 
through and is well re¬ 
sourced. It includes a com¬ 
prehensive and accredited 
training programme, with 
skills coaching from trained 
specialist practitioners. The 
model has been fully ac¬ 
cepted and implemented 
across the workforce. 

“Practice leaders maintain 
a strong understanding of 
what is happening on the 
frontline. A comprehensive 
suite of concise and consis¬ 
tent performance reports 
means that managers and 
leaders are knowledgeable 
and well informed about 
their service’s performance 
against key indicators. ‘Prac¬ 
tice weeks’ have been intro¬ 
duced, where leaders spend 
a week discussing cases with 
social workers and observing 
practice and, as a result, 
leaders know what is being 
done well and what could im¬ 
prove. 

“This knowledge of the 
frontline enables practice 
leaders to understand the 
workforce fully and to en¬ 
sure that practice standards 
are rigorously maintained. 
Very low caseloads and ca¬ 
reer development through 
training and promotion op¬ 
portunities attract, then re¬ 
tain, high-quality social 
workers. This skilled and 
well-trained staff group is 
then able to deliver the 
highly innovative and aspi- 
rational Focus on Practice 
outcomes, making the tri¬ 
borough a place where social 
workers want to work.” 

Care workers in the royal 


borough have welcomed the 
official praise. 

“There is a culture of open¬ 
ness and transparency here, 
leaders are hands-on and it 
makes you feel safe, we are 
not working in isolation,” 
said one local children’s 
services manager. 

A local social worker 
added: “Risk is not only held 
by me, it is shared, it’s real 
team work and it’s what we 
do. Your views are really val¬ 
ued but you are challenged 
to look at everything.” 

A spokesman for Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea council com¬ 
mented: “We are determined 
to provide the best support 
possible to children and fam¬ 
ilies. The most recent Ofsted 
inspection rated our services 
as Outstanding which con¬ 
firmed we are delivering on 
this intention. 

“This standard of service 
in Kensington and Chelsea 
reflects well on the incredi¬ 
ble hard work and commit¬ 
ment of our staff to provide 
the best outcomes to families, 
children and young people in 
often very challenging con¬ 
ditions.” 

Councillor Elizabeth 
Campbell, the royal bor¬ 
ough’s cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: “I 
am naturally very proud to 
hear the services we provide 
for some of the most vulner¬ 
able people in our borough 
described in such glowing 
terms. 

“These high standards are 
the result of a great deal of 
effort and dedication by 
councillors, senior managers 
and excellent front-line 
staff.” 


Abbey marks 
war centenary 

A VIGIL and requiem to 
commemorate the centenary of 
the Battle of the Somme was 
held at Westminster Abbey on 
Friday. 

The abbey had been open 
through the night for a vigil to 
mark the centenary of the 
battle and a watch at the grave 
of the unknown warrior 
changed every 15 minutes.The 
final watch took up its position 
at 7.15am. 

At 7.25am the Left Half 
Battery of The King's Troop, 

Royal Horse Artillery, fired a 
bombardment in Parliament 
Square for 100 seconds. 

At 7.27am the actor Luke 
Thompson read an account of 
the battle by Corporal George 
Ashurst (1895-1988) 1st 
Battalion,The Lancashire 
Fusiliers. 

At 7.30am Second Lieutenant 
Matthew Narey, 2nd Battalion, 
The Yorkshire Regiment, blew a 
trench whistle issued in 1915 to 
commemorate the centenary of 
the moment at which the Battle 
of the Somme was joined. 

The final watch departed 
from the grave of the unknown 
warrior through the Great West 
Door in silence. 

A piper, Lance Corporal 
Ritchie Spence, Irish Guards, 
played Flowers of the Forest. 

Afterwards a requiem was 
celebrated by the Dean of 
Westminster, the Very Reverend 
Dr John Hall, at the Abbey's 
Lantern Altar. 

The Reverend Mark Birch, 
Minor Canon and Chaplain, 
read the Epistle, Romans 8:28- 
39.The Reverend Jane Sinclair, 
Canon in Residence, read the 
Gospel, St John 6: 35-40. 

The Reverend Paul 
Arbuthnot, Minor Canon and 
Sacrist, led the Intercessions. 

On July 1,1916, the British 
and French armies launched an 
offensive near the River Somme, 
in Picardy, France. This series of 
battles, lasting nearly five 
months, would become one of 
the bloodiest and most 
important campaigns of the 
First World War. 

In the early hours soldiers 
moved into forward trenches 
and advanced into no-man's 
land, preparing for zero-hour at 
7.30am. As the bombardment 
lifted, the first wave of Allied 
troops attacked along a 40- 
kilometre front. 

In the south, the French 
made good progress and British 
units took Mametz and 
Montauban, but in the north - 
at Gommecourt, Serre, 
Beaumont-Hamel, Thiepval, 
Ovillers, and La Boisselle - the 
British Army suffered terrible 
losses for little gain. On that first 
day 19,240 British soldiers were 
killed, the French had 1,590 
casualties and the German 2nd 
Army lost between 10,000 and 
12,000 men. 


Selfie conscious 

SOCIAL media selfies have been 
blamed for a slump in the 
number of men proposing to 
their girlfriends with 
engagement rings. 

A decade ago, around 80 per 
cent of men would get down on 
one knee with a flash ring in 
their hand. But jewellers say 
this has dropped to 50 per cent 
because men fear pictures of 
rings will be posted online. 

Guy Burton, director of the 
Mayfair jeweller, Hancocks, said: 
"It's often a dilemma whether to 
surprise with a ring upon 
proposal or to create or buy one 
together once the question has 
been popped." 
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Comedian and writer Harry Enfield helped raise'loadsamoney' by spurring on fundraisers and cycling 
26 miles alongside 157 other participants in the inaugural Grand Union Canal Challenge, which raised 
£41,500 for Royal Brompton and Harefield Hospitals. The ambitious event saw 77 cyclists, 78 walkers, 
one kayaker and two barge dwellers complete the 26 miles from Royal Brompton Hospital in Chelsea to 
Harefield Hospital in north west London, following the Grand Union Canal. Participants could enjoy the 
sights of Hayes and the Colne Valley along the way. Picture: Nicholas Perera 


Westminster City Council has launched a new 
'edible garden'at Paddington Recreation 
Ground to encourage healthy eating and 
combat childhood obesity. In Westminster, 

21.6% of 4 to 5-year-olds are overweight or 
obese and that figure rises to nearly 40% by 
ages 10 to 11. The newly planted fruit and 
vegetable garden will help local children 
learn about the benefits of eating a healthy 
diet through classes run by Sayers Croft and 
The Food Explorers, who work with schools 
to engage young people in food education. 
Westminster City Council's cabinet member 
for sport and leisure, Cllr David Harvey, 
joined reception children from Ark Atwood 
Primary School at the launch. He said: "We 
want youngsters to know about the food 
they eat and make healthier choices. 
Research shows that children who plant and 
grow vegetables are more likely to go onto a 
lifetime of healthy eating. This garden helps 
young people to understand that food 
doesn't just come from a plastic packet in the 
supermarket." 




The Cool School Musical - Is a production where children age 4-21 
perform alongside professionals in the Performing Arts Industry in a 
Summer Musical Theatre Production. 

Male Dancers for Khronos Agoria as seen on BGT! 
will also be performing 

Buy Tickets in Advance, as to not be disappointed! 

Book Now! 07908 245 467 


College artists 
showcase work 

TALENTED students at DLD 
College London showcased their 
creative prowess during a 
prestigious art show held at the 
landmark college building. 

To celebrate the fantastic work 
and effort of the A-Level art, 
photography, graphics and art 
foundation students at the 
Westminster Bridge-based 
college, their work was put on 
show for all the guests to 
appreciate. 

Staff, fellow students, parents 
and the public were able to 
wonder around the stunning 
facility and view the creative 
pieces that were displayed 
throughout the Atrium, Theatre, 
Mezzanine and first floor art and 
graphics rooms. In addition to 
this, photography work was also 
presented on a large projector 
and guests enjoyed cheese and 
wine during the evening. 

The students were able to 
relax and appreciate their 
finished projects after a year of 
working hard. One of them was 
DLD boarding student, Nicha 
Lapevisuthisaroj, 17, pictured 
below, who studies pure maths 
and mechanics, business studies 
and art. She displayed a 
beautiful, piece of artwork that 
exploded with colour and 
patterns and formed a real eye¬ 
catching centrepiece at the 
event. 

Nicha's piece, called Beneath 
our Feet, was based on the way 
that gravity pulls everything to 
earth. She wanted to make an 
abstract, conceptual piece, 
based on real forms and 
structures, exploring organic and 
physical forms, like rock 
structures and fluids that change 
and fall to earth through a 
process of time and decay. The 
final piece was an abstract 
realisation of a 3-D structure that 
combined vertical and 
horizontal forms to create an 
inventive piece expressing the 
way organic forms explode and 
flow to earth, much like an 
exploding volcano. 

Principal at DLD College 
London, Rachel Borland said: "It 
is wonderful that we are able to 
give our students the 
opportunity to showcase the 
finished result of all their hard 
work this year and to really 
celebrate their skills. The art 
show was a brilliant way to come 
together as a community at DLD 
and to enjoy a final evening 
together as the academic year 
draws to a close. 

"We are proud of our students 
and their abilities and we are 
thrilled to be able to share their 
artwork with one another and to 
visitors at the college." 

■ Founded in 1931, DLD College 
London is one of the oldest and 
most prestigious colleges in the 
UK, and since its foundation has 
built a strong reputation 
amongst students, parents, 
schools and universities. 



Writing for you every week, 
London's most outspoken 
entrepreneur 

Charlie 
pipes up 



Get on with running 
the country please! 


KEEP calm and carry on 
was the message from West¬ 
minster to the UK business 
community in the wake of 
the Brexit vote. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it's been a case of do 
as I say, not do as I do from 
our political classes! 

I have to say, there was an 
air of calm at the Conserva¬ 
tive Summer Party I at¬ 
tended last week and it 
appeared that past hostili¬ 
ties had been put behind 
them - until the following 
day when Michael Gove 
performed his 'switcharoo' 
and set the cat among the 
pigeons! 

Add to this the shambles 
of Her Majesty's non-opposi¬ 
tion where the rats are 
abandoning Captain Cor- 
byn's sinking ship and we're 
left with a stalling govern¬ 
ment engine that can't help 
drive the country forward. 

Many will, of course, 
think what's happening in 
the so-called 'Westminster 
Bubble' doesn't affect them 
and life goes on. After all, 
the sun still shines, the rain 
still pours, England will get 
knocked, ignominiously, 
out of a major football tour¬ 
nament, and we open up 
our businesses every morn¬ 
ing to keep people employed 
and put food on the table. 

Unfortunately, the bubble 
has burst and the contents 
are spilling out across the 
country. 

Already we've seen the de¬ 
cision on the expansion of 
Heathrow deferred until 
there is a new Conservative 
leader and plans to sell 
stakes in Royal Bank of 
Scotland and Lloyds Bank¬ 
ing Group, a move designed 
to recover some of our 
money ploughed in to res¬ 
cue the banks, have been 
scrapped. 

I'm sure there are plenty 
of other policy decisions 
that have been moved into 
the 'pending' tray, none 
more important that the Ap¬ 
prenticeship Levy. 

Skills Minister Nick Boles 
said recently that a number 
of apprenticeship reform 
announcements, which 
were due in June, will be 
further delayed because of 
Brexit. The Apprenticeship 
Levy will give vocational 
training the boost it well 
and truly needs, but any de¬ 
lays at all will impact on 
business engagement with 
the process. 


Although it doesn't go as 
far as my proposal for a 
fully-funded national ap¬ 
prenticeship scheme, which 
uses money diverted from 
Job Seeker's Allowance to 
help employers pay for the 
training of young people, it 
is a significant step in the 
right direction. 

It will make big busi¬ 
nesses, those with wage 
bills in excess of £3million, 
commit to investing in ap¬ 
prenticeships. Some have 
complained it is an added 
cost they can do without, 
but we can't do without a fu¬ 
ture skilled workforce and 
if they can't voluntarily in¬ 
vest in apprenticeships 
then the decision has to be 
made for them. After all, it's 
in their own interest! 

Thankfully, Mr Boles, who 
is someone I have a great 
deal of respect for, quickly 
came out to confirm the Ap¬ 
prenticeship Levy will go 
ahead, despite Brexit, 
which is positive news. 

However, some decisions 
on the levy have been de¬ 
layed including the provi¬ 
sional level of government 
support that will be avail¬ 
able towards the cost of 
training for businesses that 
are not levy payers - notably 
SMEs. 

Although the scheme 
doesn't start to April 2017, 
this is the sort of detail that 
would be very helpful to 
small businesses so they 
can start to plan now for 
taking on apprentices, but 
is being impacted by the 
post-Brexit debate. 

There's a simple business 
mantra which goes some¬ 
thing like this; entrepre¬ 
neurs have to the balance 
the time they work 'on' a 
business and the amount of 
time they work 'in' it. If they 
work too much 'in' a busi¬ 
ness it will never grow and 
develop. 

The same is true of politi¬ 
cians. The more time they 
waste working 'in' the world 
of politics, the less time 
they'll be getting on with 
running the country. 

Hopefully, they will, collec¬ 
tively, get through the pe¬ 
riod soon because, for the 
good of the country and the 
economy, actions, not argu¬ 
ments have to the lead the 
agenda. 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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London demands fairer tax settlement 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

LONDON is heading for fi¬ 
nancial civil war with the 
rest of the UK in a Brexit 
backlash - with city leaders 
pressing to cut the capital’s 
bail-out of Britain by up to 
£63 billion. 

Fuelled by fury that most 
of England and Wales voted 
the “wrong” way in the EU 
referendum, now London is 
looking to get its own back 
with a push for UK-punishing 
tax reforms that would hit 
the rest of the country hard. 

While London Mayor 
Sadiq Khan is calling for 
greater autonomy for the cap¬ 
ital in the wake of Brexit, it 
has emerged that powers in 
the capital want to tighten 
the gushing tap that largely 
keeps the nation afloat - and 
reduce it to a drip-feed. 

Nationally, the conse¬ 
quences could be severe - 
good for London but setting 
the rest of the UK angrily 
against the capital as it risks 
opening up a Rich v Poor di¬ 
vide. 

Financial investigations by 
the research group City Met¬ 
ric revealed last year that 
Greater London generates 
£126 billion annually in “econ¬ 
omy taxes” such as income 
tax, national insurance and 
VAT, around one quarter of 
all the total national tax in¬ 
take. 

But city authorities get to 
keep only seven per cent of 
the tax money to spend on the 
capital. The rest is taken by 
the Treasury for distribution 
nationally. 

Now city leaders led by 
Lib-Dem London Assembly 
member Caroline Pidgeon 
want taxes raised in London 
spent in London. 

She is calling for London 
to follow the example of New 
York, which retains 50 per 
cent of its own taxes. 

“London must be given 
more say over how taxes 
raised in the capital are 
spent,” said Ms Pidgeon. 

“I stand shoulder to shoul¬ 
der with the Mayor in his call 
for more devolution of pow¬ 
ers to London and most im¬ 
portantly greater say over 
how taxes raised in the capi¬ 
tal are spent. London lags be¬ 
hind many international 
cities in the proportion of 
taxes paid by individuals and 
businesses that is directly re¬ 
tained by the Mayor and the 
boroughs. There was a pow¬ 
erful case for more powers 
being devolved to London be¬ 
fore the European referen¬ 
dum. The case for London 
now having greater control 
over its future is overwhelm¬ 
ing.” 

Ms Pidgeon has been in¬ 
spired by a report published 
by the London Finance Com¬ 
mission on the gap between 
what London raises in taxes 
and how much of its tax 
money it gets to spend on it¬ 
self. 

She commented: “The re¬ 
port highlighted that barely 
seven per cent of all the tax 
paid by London residents and 
businesses is directly re¬ 
tained by the Mayor and the 
boroughs. The equivalent fig¬ 




Caroline Pidgeon wants a 
bigger share of London's tax 
revenue to be spent on 
London, while Sadiq Khan 
wants greater autonomy for 
the capital 

ure in New York is over 50 
per cent. Similar compar¬ 
isons can be made between 
London and world cities such 
as Madrid, Paris and Berlin. 
Such immense centralisation 
of tax revenues is not good 
for London, nor is such cen¬ 
tralisation good for any large 
city.” 

Now Ms Pidgeon is press¬ 
ing for London’s share of its 
own tax money to be 
whacked up seven-fold. 

When asked if she would 
like to see London’s share of 
its tax cash massively in¬ 
creased to the scale of New 
York’s, 50 per cent, her 
spokesman replied: “Cer¬ 
tainly in that region.” 

Londoners have been at 
loggerheads with the rest of 
England and Wales since the 
capital defied the national 
trend in the referendum vote, 
with 28 of the city’s 33 bor¬ 
oughs voting Remain and be¬ 
tween 60 and 75 per cent of 
London voters wanting to 
stay in the EU. 

More than four million 
people - predominantly Lon¬ 
doners - have now signed a 
petition calling on the Gov¬ 
ernment to stage a second EU 
referendum and more than 
100,000 have signed another 
petition demanding that Lon¬ 
don is declared independent 
of the rest of the UK. 

Although full devolution 
for London is unlikely to be 
granted by the Government, 
moves for the capital to keep 


much more of its own tax 
cash is likely to infuriate the 
rest of Britain which benefits 
from funding raised in the 
capital. 

Already Cornwall, which 
voted Out, is demanding that 
the Government makes up a 
£2.5 billion shortfall in EU 
funding that it will lose by 
the UK leaving Europe. 

London Mayor Sadiq Khan 
is pressing for greater devo¬ 
lution for London, although 
so far he has stopped short of 
endorsing calls for the capital 
to get more of “the pie”. 

In a speech to business 
leaders last week the Mayor 
said: “On behalf of all Lon¬ 
doners, I am demanding 
more autonomy for the capi¬ 
tal - right now. More auton¬ 
omy in order to protect Lon¬ 
don’s economy from the 
uncertainty ahead, to protect 
the businesses from around 
the world who trade here and 
to protect our jobs, wealth 
and prosperity.” 

He added: “We need to take 
back control, because in this 
new world outside of the Eu¬ 
ropean Union, in which we 
control our own destiny and 
in which we make our own 
decisions, London has to take 
back control too. 

“Londoners - who voted 
for a different path than the 
rest of England - need more 
self determination, we need 
to control our own destiny 
and we need to make our own 
decisions too. 

“In the four days after the 
referendum, 175,175 London¬ 
ers signed a petition calling 
for London to become an in¬ 
dependent city state. This pe¬ 
tition wasn’t started by a 
politician or pushed by any 
particular interest group, it 
was an organic movement 
born out of Londoners’ desire 
to have more control over 
their city’s future. 

“Now, as much as I might 
like the idea of a London city 
state, I’m not seriously talk¬ 
ing about independence to¬ 
day, I’m not planning to 
blockade the M25. But on be¬ 
half of all Londoners, I am de¬ 
manding more autonomy for 
the capital - right now. 

“More autonomy in order 
to protect London’s economy 


from the uncertainty ahead, 
more autonomy to protect the 
businesses from around the 
world who trade here and 
more autonomy to protect our 
jobs, wealth and prosperity. 

“London needs to be able to 
determine its own future from 
now on. Now I’m not asking 
for London to get a bigger slice 
of the British pie, that wouldn’t 
be fair. 

“All I’m asking is that we get 


more control over the slice of 
the pie we already get, the abil¬ 
ity to decide how the money al¬ 
ready spent in London is dis¬ 
tributed. 

“And this really isn’t about 
pitting London against the rest 
of the UK, our nation has been 
too divided over recent 
months; remainers versus 
leavers, North versus South, 
old versus young, London ver¬ 
sus the rest of the country. 

“But now is the time to 
bring people together and heal 
our divisions, rather than to 
divide and make them worse. 
Which is why it’s crucial that 
we now make clear that the en¬ 
tire UK will benefit from Lon¬ 
don getting more autonomy. 

“Because when London suc¬ 
ceeds, the rest of the country 
succeeds too, and when we fail, 
the entire nation fails. Growth 
in London creates jobs, wealth 
and prosperity across the en¬ 
tire country. So giving London 
more autonomy will benefit 
everyone in every part of the 
United Kingdom. Greater de¬ 
volution is the best path to¬ 
wards reuniting our country.” 

The Mayor’s call was backed 
by business and Government 
leaders from across London. 

Jules Pipe, Chair of London 
Councils, said: “London Gov¬ 
ernment is speaking with one 
voice on this issue. We need 
more power over our own des¬ 
tiny to help cope with the fall¬ 


out of leaving the EU.” 

Baroness Jo Valentine, CEO 
of London First, said: “The 
Mayor is right that we must 
remain part of the single mar¬ 
ket. London businesses are ab¬ 
solutely clear this is critical to 
protecting jobs and prosperity, 
not just in the capital but 
across the whole of the UK. We 
also need London to keep the 
economic engine running by 
having the levers to drive for¬ 
ward projects such as Cross¬ 
rail 2, doubling housebuilding 
and improving skill levels. 
Where the mayor needs more 
powers to act, he should be 
given them.” 

Professor Tony Travers from 
the London School of Econom¬ 
ics, said: “The referendum re¬ 
sult is a profound constitu¬ 
tional moment for the UK and 
there’s no going back now. 

“The London Finance Com¬ 
mission was established and 
enthusiastically backed by 
Boris Johnson. There should 
be no political block to making 
devolution to London and 
other British cities happen 
fast. This is a rare opportunity 
to reshape our constitution to 
ensure London has the powers 
it needs to allow people more 
direct access to those who 
make decisions about their 
city. Whitehall is remote even 
to Londoners. The lesson of 
the EU vote is that people want 
to be listened to.” 


••• DEPTFORD 

•J LOUNGE 




WELCOME HOME 


NOW Live Events are back at Deptford Lounge with a programme of arts 
and wellbeing activities for all ages. Our events stimulate the senses and 
lighten the mind with some of the UK’s most inspiring artists and speakers. 


Tickets and information: Monday 4 - Saturday 9 July 

deptfordlounge.org.uk #weicomehome 

020 8692 4446 Prices vary for each event, please 

Deptford Lounge, 9 Giffin St, London, SE8 4RJ check the website for more details 
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West London’s leaders unite to 


Brexit MP ‘out 
of touch’ claim 

KENSINGTON MP Victoria 
Borwick has been blasted for 
leading the Brexit campaign in 
the borough. 

Robert Atkinson, Leader of 
the Labour Group on 
Kensington and Chelsea's 
council, hit out after the royal 
borough voted overwhelmingly 
to Remain in the EU, only to see 
hopes dashed by the results of 
the national vote. 

Some 66 per cent of the 
borough's electorate voted in 
the EU referendum, with 69 per 
cent-37,601 people - voting 
Remain, as opposed to the 
17,138 who voted to leave 
Europe. 

Mr Atkinson said the local 
result showed that Kensington's 
MP and Conservatives on the 
council who are believed to 
have also wanted Out were out 
of touch with the borough's 
residents. 

"Victoria Borwick and the 
Tory leadership of the local 
authority have this week clearly 
shown just how 

unrepresentative they are of the 
electorate they purport to 
represent," said Mr Atkinson. 

"With varying degrees of 
enthusiasm our local Tory 
leaders have systematically 
called for a Brexit vote. 

"But with a respectable 
turnout of 66 per cent, their 
electorate gave a resounding 
vote to stay in the European 
Union, with more than twice as 
many people voting to remain 
as to leave. 

"It is an unedifying sight to 
see the Tory representatives 
completely ignoring the wishes 
and the vital economic interests 
of their constituents. 

"Thursday was indeed a black 
day for any of us who work in 
the nation's capital or who have 
children seeking to find 
employment or just to make 
their way in such a hazardous 
new world." 



Thousands protest against Britain leaving the European Union, marching from Park Lane to 
Westminster on Saturday Picture: Amelia Rabin/SWNS 


Silver salvo 
for Johnson 

A MYSTERY protestor pitched a 
tent outside the London home 
of Boris Johnson last week - 
together with 30 pieces of silver 
'for betraying Britain and his 
leader'. 

The red tent was pinned to 
the pavement immediately 
outside the entrance to the pro- 
Brexit figurehead's Islington 
mansion. A cardboard notice 
was left propped up against the 
front door with 30 10p pieces 
and the message:"The 
standard fee for 
betraying your leader 
and your country." 

They were 
spotted by 
builder Phil Lax, 

44, who said: 

"Someone's 
clearly got the 
hump with him. 

The tent has been 
there for some 
time-it's got to be 
a protest by 
someone trying to 
make a comment 
about migration." 

Boris Johnson was 
accused of betrayal 


Hate crimes increase 



AS police figures reveal 
that Islamophobic hate 
crime is soaring in London, 
the city’s Muslims have 
been warned “things could 
quickly become extremely 
unpleasant”. 

Shahid Malik, chairman 
of the hate-monitoring 
group Tell MAMA, gave his 
warning as the Met re¬ 
vealed that Islamophobic 
incidents in London have 
rocketed by almost 60 per 
cent in the past year. 

In May this year the 
Met recorded 110 Muslim 
hate crime incidents, as 
opposed to 69 in the same 
month last year - an in¬ 
crease of 59.4 per cent. The 
number of general racist 
and religious hate crimes 
recorded by police in the 
capital in May was 1,281, a 
rise of 5.8 per cent on the 
1,211 in May last year. 

Also, a new report on the 
rise in Islamophobia by Tell 
Mama reveals that the Met 
recorded 1,068 Muslim hate 


crimes in London last year, 
far more than in other UK 
cities. In Greater Manches¬ 
ter, police recorded 359 
such crimes and 67 on 
Merseyside. 

Tell MAMA reports that 
Muslim women are most 
likely to be the victims of 
hate crime, with 61 per cent 
of incidents directed at fe¬ 
males. 

Mr Malik, a former 
Labour Justice and Com¬ 
munities Minister, warns 
that the future is looking 
grim in the wake of the 
Brexit vote and is calling 
for authorities to help unite 
communities. 

“The statistics paint a 
profoundly bleak picture of 
the explosion of anti-Mus¬ 
lim hate both online and on 
our streets with visible 
Muslim women being dis¬ 
proportionately targeted by 
cowardly hatemongers,” 
said Mr Malik. 

“This exponential 

growth is testament to the 


fact that despite great ef¬ 
forts to fight anti-Muslim 
hatred, as a society we are 
still failing behind in sup¬ 
porting many of our citi¬ 
zens. 

“With the backdrop of 
the Brexit vote and the 
spike in racist incidents 
that seems to be emerging, 
the Government should be 
under no illusions: things 
could quickly become ex¬ 
tremely unpleasant for 
Britain’s minorities. 

“So today, more than 
ever, we need our govern¬ 
ment, our political parties 
and of course our media to 
act with the utmost respon¬ 
sibility and help steer us to¬ 
wards a post-Brexit Britain 
where xenophobia and ha¬ 
tred are utterly rejected. 
Failure to demonstrate the 
necessary maturity in lead¬ 
ership at this delicate mo¬ 
ment in our history could 
have some significant and 
far-reaching consequences 
for us all.” 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

POLITICAL leaders in west 
London have pledged to 
stand up to intolerance fol¬ 
lowing a series of alleged 
racism incidents sparked by 
a graffiti attack on the Polish 
community in Hammer¬ 
smith. 

Figures from across the po¬ 
litical spectrum united to de¬ 
nounce the “small-minded ig¬ 
norance and bigotry” that led 
to offensive graffiti being 
scrawled across the Polish 
Social and Cultural Associa¬ 
tion building in King Street 
last Sunday, June 26. 

It emerged later in the 
week that several German- 
manufactured cars had also 
been vandalised overnight on 
Friday June 24. 

The cars - in Perrers Road, 
just a few hundred yards 
from the Polish centre - were 
reportedly sprayed with 
swastikas and other offensive 
images. 

It was widely speculated 
that the spate of hate-crime 
incidents had been linked to 
Britain’s decision to leave the 
European Union following 
the shock referendum result. 

But political leaders were 
adamant that they would not 
allow the Brexit vote to di¬ 
vide communities. 

Councillor Stephen 
Cowan, Leader of Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham council, 
described the graffiti attack 
as “an affront to the values 
that define British culture”. 

He added: “The Polish and 
Cultural Association was 
founded shortly after the Sec¬ 
ond World War, during which 
Polish forces fought for 
Britain to defeat Nazism. 
Since then Polish citizens 
have formed one of the com¬ 
munities that define and add 
to our modern society. 

“I am very grateful to have 
POSK in Hammersmith and 
Fulham, and reaffirm that we 
will always stand with the 
Polish people - and people of 
Polish heritage - against 
small-minded ignorance and 
bigotry wherever it raises its 
ugly head.” 

School children and other 
well-wishers visited the 
building last Tuesday morn¬ 
ing to leave flowers, gifts and 
messages of support for the 
Polish community. 

Notes left on the steps of 
the building expressed the 
horror felt among Londoners 
that the referendum result 
appeared to have been hi¬ 
jacked as a licence for xeno¬ 
phobia and racism. 

The Hammersmith and 
Fulham Conservatives were 
also quick to condemn the in¬ 
cident. 

Councillor Harry Phibbs, 
who represents the Raven- 
scourt Park ward that in¬ 
cludes the POSK building, 
said: “There has been a thriv¬ 
ing Polish community mak¬ 
ing a wonderful contribution 
to west London for many 
years before the UK joined 
the European Union. It will 
continue for many years af¬ 
ter we have left. 


“The vote by the British 
people was not a vote for big¬ 
otry. Any bigot who took 
comfort from the result and 
felt offered any kind of en¬ 
dorsement of their hatred 
should be swiftly disabused 
of any such misunderstand¬ 
ing.” 

On social media there were 
dozens more reported inci¬ 
dents of alleged racist abuse 
in the wake of the Brexit re¬ 
sult, prompting the Mayor of 
London Sadiq Khan to appeal 
for unity across the capital. 

He said: “I am proud of our 
famed and well-deserved rep¬ 
utation for diversity. We do 
not just tolerate our differ¬ 
ences, we celebrate them. 

“Many people from all 
over the world live and work 
here, contributing to every 
aspect of life in our city. I say 
to them all, you are, and you 
will continue to be, welcome 
in London and in all our com¬ 
munities.” 

Mr Khan said he would 
“defend London’s fantastic 
mix of diversity and toler¬ 
ance”, adding that he had 
moved to ensure tackling 
hate crime would be an im¬ 
mediate priority for the Met. 

“It is really important we 
stand guard against any rise 
in hate crimes or abuse by 
those who might use [the] ref¬ 
erendum as cover to seek to 
divide us,” he added. 

“I have asked our police to 
be extra vigilant for any rise 
in cases of hate crime and I 
am calling on all Londoners 

We will always 
stand with the 
Polish people 
against 
small-minded 
ignorance and 
bigotry 

Councillor Stephen Cowan 


to pull together and rally be¬ 
hind this great city.” 

Police in Hammersmith 
and Fulham are continuing 
to investigate the graffiti in¬ 
cident and are seeking a sin¬ 
gle male suspect who was 
caught on CCTV at around 
5.20am on Sunday June 26. 

He was seen cycling up to 
the community centre before 
spraying yellow graffiti on 
the doors of the building and 
riding off. He was wearing an 
orange jacket and a grey 
hoodie. 

PC Jenny Doe, from the 
Ravenscourt Park Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, said: 
“High visibility foot patrols 
have been stepped up in the 
area and we are doing every¬ 
thing to reassure [POSK] and 
other local community 
groups in and around the 
area that we are here and 
will deal with any allegations 
of hate crime robustly and ef¬ 
ficiently.” 
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condemn crimes of intolerance 



'Remain'campaigners on the march in London on Saturday 

Picture: SWNS 


BY LWN REPORTER 

edit@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

AN anti-Brexit rally which 
organisers tried to cancel 
amid safety fears after tens 
of thousands people clicked 
“attending” on Facebook at¬ 
tracted just a few hundred. 

Crowds gathered shortly 
after 5pm last Tuesday, hold¬ 
ing placards which read “Re¬ 
united kingdom”, “Everyone 
is welcome here” and “let’s 
hug it out.” 

Members of the public 
congregated in Trafalgar 
Square, central London, to 
go ahead with the event 
shortly after 81 per cent of 
Labour Party MPs voted 
against Jeremy Corbyn in a 
motion of no-confidence. 

Protesters of all ages 
chanted “EU we love you” 
and booed whenever Nigel 
Farage’s name was men¬ 
tioned, refusing to let the 
pouring rain dampen their 
spirits. 

Speaking at the event, Lib¬ 
eral Democrat leader and Re¬ 
main campaigner Tim Far- 
ron said the decision to leave 
the EU was “reversible”. 

Greeted by cheers, he said: 
“This is Britain - the 
weather, the unity. 

“We respect people who 
choose to vote Leave but we 
want to say to the people 
from Poland and France who 
are here, to the people who 
have been victims of attacks: 
You are welcome here. 

“The Leave campaign 
wanted to take back control 
but look who is in control, 
the bankers, the markets. 

“Look what is happening 
to ordinary, decent people 
who find themselves out of 
control and under the con¬ 
trol of people more powerful. 

“We have been betrayed. 
The people of Britain are 
proud to be European, we 
must stand together. This is 
reversible.” 

People of all ages and all 
nationalities braved the 
weather to attend the event, 
including many college stu¬ 
dents who found themselves 
just months too young to 
vote in the referendum 
which they said would have 
a huge impact on their fu¬ 
ture. 

Seventeen-year-olds Alex 
Eales and Alex Went had 
headed into central London 


from Watford to attend the 
rally after seeing a new event 
set up on Facebook to replace 
the cancelled one. 

Alex Eales said: “The EU 
is really important to our 
lives. The college we both go 
to has been funded massively 
by the EU, it’s really helped 
us, so leaving is a disaster. 

“People don’t realise how 
much this country relies on 
the EU. Cornwall voted to 
leave but still wants its EU 
funding and Nigel Far age 
has gone back on his word 
that £350 million will go to 
the NHS. 

“It’s the fact people believe 
the lies they have been told 
and now are realising the 
trouble they are in.” 

The pair said that they 
were now expecting to strug¬ 
gle financially as they grew 
up thanks to the decision to 
leave the EU - and were hop¬ 
ing it wouldn’t go ahead. 

Alex Went added: “I hope 
today makes a difference. 
But whether it does or not, 


we are here, we are showing 
what we think and that is im¬ 
portant. It’s also showing 
other EU countries that it’s 
not everyone in the country 
who wants to leave.” 

It wasn’t only Brits who 
attended the peaceful 
protest, but Europeans too, 
some of whom who thought 
they should have been al¬ 
lowed a vote in the referen¬ 
dum. 

Eleonora Gaspari and 
Maria Chiara Argiro felt that 
as they had lived and paid 
taxes in the UK for many 
years, they should have had 
a say in their future here. 

Maria, a 29-year-old musi¬ 
cian from Italy, said: “It’s 
surreal. Historically it’s 
something surreal and 
shocking that is happening. 

“It’s been a really anti-de- 
mocratic referendum, I’ve 
been paying taxes here for 
seven years now. I felt a bit 
heartbroken because obvi¬ 
ously there are lots of mas¬ 
sive issues in society but 


Writing’s on the wall for Farage 


GRAFFITI branding Ukip leader 
Nigel Farage a liar and calling 
for "migrants in, racists out" has 
been sprayed across a wall in 
south London to battle a rise in 
racism. 

The Brexit-themed art taking 
a dig at the anti-EU politician 
was daubed across a legal 
graffiti wall in an attempt to 
tackle a surge in hate crimes. 

Boards surrounding a 
building site in Croydon have 
been covered in pink, yellow, 
black and grey writing, reading 
"Farage Lies", tagged with 
"They all lie!" 

This week, more graffiti 
reading "migrants in, racists 


out"appeared in a Croydon 
subway. 

Ashtaq Arain, general 
secretary at The Muslim 
Association of Croydon, said 
Muslim women in the 
community had been subject 
to racial slurs such as "go back 
home" or "leave the country" 
since the vote last week. 

The 52-year-old said:"In the 
community we have heard of 
people being harassed while 
going to work and while going 
shopping since the 
referendum. 

"Women are told to'go back 
home'and many of them have 
been born and bred in this 


country. Especially in the 
north of the borough as we 
have women who are not very 
good at communicating, as 
there is a language barrier, that 
has been the biggest problem 
that we as a community have 
faced." 

Political tensions rose after 
51.9 per cent of the country 
voted to leave the European 
Union last Thursday. Hours 
after the result last Friday 
morning, Mr Farage denied 
endorsing a pledge to spend 
Britain's EU fund on the NHS. 

He said it was a "mistake" to 
earmark £350 million for the 
health service. 


they are not going to be solved 
by a referendum.” 

Eleonara, 30, a student and 
retail worker who is also from 
Italy, has been in the UK for 
three years and said she really 
hoped the protest might 
change something. 

She said: “I’m here to say 
that I would really like to have 
a second vote. I think that peo¬ 
ple were not ready to decide 
something this important. 

“I think that the political 
propaganda was very bad and 
full of hate and racism and the 
idea that immigrants steal 


English jobs is also unfair.” 

Maria added: “I think we 
should have got the vote. I 
think it’s just really surreal 
that it worked like that - and 
coming from Italy, I know bad 
propaganda, but this is even 
worse.” 

Boris Cooke, a 50-year-old 
architectural designer from 
Euston, north London, said he 
had come to support the Re¬ 
main campaign and added 
that other referendums, for ex¬ 
ample in Ireland, on the Lis¬ 
bon Treaty had been ignored, 
so he hoped maybe this one 


would be too. He said: “I 
would like to think a cam¬ 
paign would help. I don’t think 
a four per cent win is neces¬ 
sarily the best result for any¬ 
body. 

“I do believe that the ‘outers’ 
were deliberately misled, 
which is a bit dodgy. 

“I believe there is a three- 
week period where a referen¬ 
dum can be challenged and if 
that is the case could you chal¬ 
lenge it on that kind of thing 
where you have obviously lied 
and obviously got no plan? Is 
it even a bona fide result?” 



NCS is a life-changing summer experience for 15-17 year- 
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Shattered and bloodied, 
captain’s uniform tells 
haunting tale of trenches 



On the centenary of the notorious battle that 
came to epitomise the murderous trench 
warfare of the First World War, Fulham war 
hero George Johnson’s sacrifice is being 
brought vividly to life. Jack Dixon reports 


THE battle-worn tunic of a 
First World War hero from 
Fulham is to go on display at 
west London’s National 
Army Museum as a poignant 
reminder of the brutality of 
trench warfare. 

Captain George Johnson 
was one of more than 57,000 
British troops killed or in¬ 
jured on the first day of the 
Battle of the Somme 100 
years ago. 

His battered and torn tu¬ 
nic will be used to demon- 


The reality of trench warfare will be brought home to museum 
visitors when Fulham war hero George Johnson's tunic and forage 
cap, right, go on display in west London 
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strafe the graphic horror of 
the conflict when the mu¬ 
seum reopens next year. 

The damaged uniform 
gives an indication of the in¬ 
juries he sustained during an 
early morning attack on the 
German trenches on July X 
1916. 

Large bullet and shrapnel 
holes cover the front and 
back of the tunic and the 
sleeve shows a visible rip 
where medics cut away the 
fabric to attend to his in¬ 
juries. 

Captain Johnson, of the 
2nd Battalion The Duke of 
Cambridge’s Own (Middle¬ 
sex Regiment), miraculously 
survived the mission but suf¬ 
fered wounds to his chest, 
pelvis and arms. 

The battalion was deci¬ 
mated during the attack, 
with only 51 of 673 men 
reaching the end of the day 
unharmed. 

Dr Peter Johnston, collec¬ 
tions content team leader at 
the National Army Museum, 
said: “Captain Johnson’s tu¬ 
nic is a poignant reminder 
of the bloodshed during the 
Battle of the Somme. 

“In a war of millions, it is 
an important personal story 
and one we will explore 
when his tunic goes on dis¬ 
play in the new museum 
next year.” 

Captain Johnson was born 
in Fulham on February 2, 
1878. The son of a bricklayer, 
James Johnson, he was one 
of eight children. 

He attended Fulham 
Board School before enlist¬ 
ing in the army at the age of 
18. 

Three years later he 
married Edith Jane Ma¬ 
bel Gunter, who gave 
birth to their four chil¬ 
dren - Edith, Sydney, 
Victoria and Ivy. 

An experienced mil¬ 
itary man, Captain 
Johnson had served in 
South Africa during the 
Boer War (1899-1902) and 
earned the Queen’s South 
Africa Medal for his serv¬ 
ice. 

At the outbreak of the 
First World War he was 
stationed in India but 
travelled to France to 
rejoin his original bat¬ 
talion after being 
commissioned as a 
second lieutenant. 

Only days before 
the bloody conflict at the 
Somme Johnson had been 
promoted to temporary cap¬ 
tain, his highest rank. 

The attritional battle wore 




Captain George Johnson was one of more than 57,000 British 
troops killed or injured on the first day of the Battle of the Somme 
100 years ago Pictures: SWNS 


on for several more months 
but Johnson was evacuated 
home to St Thomas’ Hospital 
in south London two days af¬ 
ter sustaining his injuries. 

Like many of the Somme’s 
other survivors, the rest of 
his life was dogged by health 
problems and he underwent 
several operations to remove 
bone and bullet fragments 
from his arm and chest. 

Johnson went on to work 
for the Ministry of Pensions 
in Chelsea before retiring in 
1944. He died aged 90 in 1968. 

The personal accounts of 





soldiers who fought at the 
Somme are being unveiled 
each month as part of the 
museum’s Soldier’s Stories 
series. 

Captain Johnson’s tat¬ 
tered tunic will feature at the 
heart of the museum’s new 
exhibition when it reopens 
next year following a major 
transformation project. 

Dr Johnston added: “The 
tunic shows the wounds that 
affected Johnson for the rest 
of his life, and in a time of 
peace provides an insight 
into the horrors of the First 
World War. 

“In many ways, objects 
like this are far better than 
words when it comes to 
trying to understand 
the experience of or¬ 
dinary British sol¬ 
diers in extraordi¬ 
nary times.” 



Captain George 
Johnson's service 
tunic can be viewed 
at the National 
Army Museum 
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Tender reminder of Somme heroics 


BY LWN REPORTER 

edit@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

A SILVER commemorative 
£5 coin marking the 100th an¬ 
niversary of the Battle of the 
Somme has been issued by 
the Royal Mint. 

Created by artist and 
sculptor John Bergdahl, it 
portrays infantrymen trudg¬ 
ing through muddy terrain 
in no man’s land as a tank 
rolls alongside them. 

On the first day of the bat¬ 
tle, which epitomised the 
slaughter of the ‘war to end 
all wars’, 20,000 British 
troops were killed. Many 
were volunteers who joined 
‘Pals’ battalions made up of 
friends recruited from the 
same towns. 

The new coin - weighing 
an ounce and measuring one 
and a half inches across - 
comes in a presentation box 
and will cost £80. The coin 
depicts the debut of the tank, 
which was a new piece of 
military hardware at the 
time - a turning point in the 
First World War - with the 
soldiers advancing behind it. 

The edge lettering ‘DEAD 
MEN CAN ADVANCE NO 
FURTHER’ is a quotation 
taken from Major-General 
Sir Beauvoir de Lisle, Com¬ 
mander of the 29th British 


Division. 

Mr Bergdahl said: “My de¬ 
sign is inspired by the tech¬ 
nology that changed the na¬ 
ture of the war in 1916. Tanks 
added protection as well as 
firepower. Rolling across no 
man’s land troops could ad¬ 
vance behind them - a vital 
breakthrough. Getting the 
look right in low relief was a 
challenge - along with accu¬ 
racy and detailing. This par¬ 
ticular tank has a lot of riv¬ 
ets but look closely and 
they’re all there.” 

A Royal Mint spokesman 
said the coin was produced 
in collaboration with The Im¬ 
perial War Museum and re¬ 
members “a poignant land¬ 
mark event in British 
history”. 

She said it will “appeal to 
collectors” with only f 916 be¬ 
ing struck as individual 
coins - to mark the year of 
the battle. Anne Jessopp, The 
Royal Mint’s director of com¬ 
memorative coin, said: “The 
Royal Mint has marked oc¬ 
casions of national impor¬ 
tance for over 1,000 years and 
we have a long association 
with the military having 
made medals for military 
campaigns since 1815. 

“The Battle of the Somme 
£5 coin marks a conflict that 
casts a long shadow on those 


communities who lost so 
many of their men and is re¬ 
spectfully remembered in 
this centenary year.” 

The coin is part of The 
Royal Mint’s five-year pro¬ 
gramme of commemoration 
of the First World War that 
will tell the story of the emo¬ 
tive journey from outbreak 
to armistice. 

But the offensive would 
exact a terrible human cost - 
claiming more than a million 
lives as the British and 
French forces attempted to 
break through German lines. 
It started on July 1st 1916 and 
lasted until November 1916. 

By the end the British 
Army had suffered 420,000 
casualties, including nearly 
60,000 on the first day alone. 
The French lost 200,000 men 
and the Germans nearly 
500,000. 

Mr Bergdahl’s association 
with The Royal Mint 
stretches back many years. 
His recent work includes the 
£2 coin marking the 800th an¬ 
niversary of the Magna 
Carta. He also designed a 
coin commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the Bat¬ 
tle of Jutland which features 
alongside the Somme coin- 
which also comes in a special 
six-coin First World War set. 


A ‘sunlit picture of hell’ 


AN estimated 11 million Britons 
have an ancestor who fought at 
the Somme, according to new 
research to mark the 100th 
anniversary. 

The battle began on July 1, 

1916 - the deadliest day in the 
history of the British Army- 
when around 20,000 British 
Empire soldiers lost their lives in 
just 24 hours. But that was just 
the beginning of the infamous 
battle that has become forever 
associated with the horrors of 
the First World War. 

New research, by family 
history website Ancestry, 
suggests around 11 million 
Britons have a family member 
who fought at the battle. 

But while more than three in 
four would be proud to find an 
ancestor who fought in the 
Great War, many don't know 
what their ancestors endured. 

Researchers scoured 
Ancestry's UK, WWI War Diaries 
1914-1920 collection, which 
comprehensively detail British 
and colonial military operations, 


to uncover the horrors of action 
on the first day of the Somme. 

According to the diary of the 
10th West Yorkshire Regiment 
(Prince of Wales's Own), which 
suffered the worst battalion 
losses of the day, troops 
assaulted in four lines, but the 
machine guns were "so deadly 
that the third and fourth lines 
failed to get across no man's 
land". The battalion suffered 27 
officer casualties and 750 
casualties from other ranks in 
one day. 

One of the most detailed 
diaries in the collection, 
belonging to the 7th Green 
Howards (Alexandra, Princess of 
Wales's Own Regiment), tells of 
an "unfortunate mistake" by one 
of the commanding officers 
that saw many men fall victim 
to the German guns, when his 
company assaulted without the 
support of the battalion: "As 
soon as they began to climb 
over our parapet terrific 
machine gun fire was opened 
by the enemy and the company 


was about at once wiped out. 
The survivors lay... some 25 
yards in front of our wire until 
dark." 

Following a later "feeble" 
bombardment, "the battalion 
assaulted and were met by a 
murderous machine gun and 
rifle fire, officers and men were 
literally mown down and were 
finally brought to a standstill 
about half way across to the 
enemy trenches. 13 officers and 
over 300 men became 
casualties in about three 
minutes." 

Records also reveal several 
famous names who fought at 
the Somme, including the then- 
Prime Minister Herbert 
Asquith's son Raymond, who 
was killed. War poet Seigfried 
Sassoon denounced the first 
day of the Somme as "a sunlit 
picture of hell" but despite his 
discontent he, like Asquith, was 
awarded the British War Medal 
and Victory Medal, as well as a 
1914-15 Star. 



A list of men due to receive the Victory Medal 


Picture: SWNS 
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The Battle of the Somme coin has been released as part of The Royal Mint's five-year programme of 
commemoration of the First World War that will tell the story of the emotive journey from outbreak to 
armistice Picture: SWNS 
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Cardboard 
box can be 
a lifesaver 


A PIONEERING hospital is 
hoping to reduce the number 
of infants that die from cot 
death - by giving mum free 
cribs made out of cardboard 
boxes. 

The west London hospital 
is the first in the country to 
give new mums ‘baby boxes’ 
- filled with nappies, clothes 
and other necessities. 

Heavy-duty boxes being 
handed out by Queen Char¬ 
lotte’s and Chelsea Hospital 
also double as a crib. 

The simple idea, which 
originated in Finland, gives 
new parents a helping hand, 
because the box can be used 
as a bed for the first eight 
months of their new babies’ 
lives. 

Britain has some of the 
highest rates of infant mor¬ 
tality in Europe, ranking 
22nd out of 50 European 
countries, with 4.19 deaths 
per 1,000 births. 

There’s a strong sugges¬ 
tion that unlike a Moses bas¬ 
ket or a cot, the boxes pre¬ 
vent babies from rolling onto 
their tummies, where they 
are more at risk of sudden 
infant death syndrome. 

Dr Karen Joash, consult¬ 
ant obstetrician at Queen 
Charlotte’s and Chelsea Hos¬ 
pital, said: “For too many 
years the UK has fallen be¬ 
hind its European counter¬ 
parts when it comes to reduc¬ 
ing infant mortality.” 

The baby box tradition in 
Finland is believed to have 
helped cut infant mortality 
rates in the country from 65 
per 1,000 in 1938, to 2.3 in 
2015. 

Now 800 new mums giv¬ 
ing birth at the hospital 
are each being given a 
box, complete with a firm 
foam mattress, a water¬ 
proof mattress cover and a 


New mum Bonita Tyler-Mariqueo and her baby at Queen Charlotte's and Chelsea Hospital, where mums are putting their babies to bed 
in cardboard boxes, in a bid to reduce instances of cot death Pictures: SWNS 


cotton sheet. The boxes, 
which will be given out to 
new parents on a first come 
first served basis until June, 
come with expert advice on 


how to reduce the risk of cot 
death. 

Jennifer Clary, chief exec¬ 
utive of The Baby Box Co, 
which is supplying the Trust, 
said: “We are delighted to 
provide the baby boxes to the 


- ? j 



Trust for UK parents and 
look forward to the results 
of the trial.” 

The “baby box” mums will 
be monitored by the Trust 
until their newborns are 
eight months old. 

Dr Joash added: “These 
boxes and the education re¬ 
sources that sit alongside 
them have been proven to 
help reduce the infant mor¬ 
tality rate in Finland and we 
hope that these results could 
be replicated in the UK.” 


Heavy-duty'baby boxes'- 
pictured left - being 
handed out by Queen 
Charlotte's and Chelsea 
Hospital in west London 
also double as a crib - 
which the experts believe 
can reduce the numbers of 
cot deaths in the UK 




Park life helps London’s teenagers 
steer clear of aggressive behaviour 


BY LWN REPORTER 

edit@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

LIVING close to London’s 
parks and other green spaces 
makes the capital’s teenagers 
less aggressive, say scien¬ 
tists. 

Those living just over half 
a mile away from parks, golf 
courses or fields were more 
even-tempered than peers 
surrounded by the “urban 
jungle.” 

The effect applies to all 
classes and all races, experts 
claim. 

And increasing the 
amount of green spaces in 
towns and cities could slash 
aggressive behaviour among 
adolescents by an eighth -12 
per cent - and combat the 
growing problem of juvenile 
delinquency. 

Previous studies have 



London teenagers in St James's 
Park - where being close to 
nature can make them more 
even-tempered 


shown how families, work¬ 
place and friends influence 
our behaviour but little was 
known about the impact of 
the outdoor environment. 

So Southern California 
University researchers car¬ 
ried out the first study of its 
kind to gauge its effect on 
adolescents living in urban 
communities. 

They followed T287 young¬ 
sters aged nine to 18 assess¬ 
ing their aggressive behav¬ 
iours every two to three 
years by asking parents if 
their child physically at¬ 
tacked or threatened others, 
destroyed things or exhibited 
other similar tendencies. 

The residential locations 
were then linked to satellite 
data to measure the levels of 
greenery where they lived. 

Living within 1,000 me¬ 
tres - 0.6 of a mile - of a 


green space significantly re¬ 
duced aggression. 

Factors such as age, gen¬ 
der, race or ethnicity, socioe¬ 
conomic status, parents’ ed¬ 
ucational background, 
occupation, income level or 
marital status - and whether 
their mother smoked while 
pregnant or was depressed - 
did not affect the findings. 

Additionally the benefits 
existed for both boys and 
girls of all ages and races or 
ethnicities and across popu¬ 
lations with different socio¬ 
economic backgrounds and 
living in communities with 
different neighborhood qual¬ 
ity. 

Diana Younan, a doctoral 
candidate, said: “Identifying 
effective measures to reduce 
aggressive and violent be¬ 
haviours in adolescents is a 
pressing issue facing soci¬ 


eties worldwide. It’s impor¬ 
tant we target aggressive be¬ 
haviours early on. 

“Our study provides new 
evidence that increasing 
neighbourhood greenery 
may be an effective alterna¬ 
tive intervention strategy for 
an environmental public 
health approach.” 

British research has 
shown living in an urban 
area with green spaces has a 
long-lasting positive impact 
on people’s mental wellbe¬ 
ing - combating depression 
and anxiety. 

Moving to such an area 
had a sustained positive ef¬ 
fect, unlike pay rises or pro¬ 
motions, which only pro¬ 
vided a short-term boost. 
The study was published in 
the Journal of the American 
Academy of Child and Ado¬ 
lescent Psychiatry. 


Man accused 
of PC murder 

AN Italian man accused of 
murdering a Westminster 
policeman and chopping up his 
body appeared in court last 
week. 

Social worker Stefano Brizzi, 
50, is charged with the murder 
of 59-year-old PC Gordon 
Semple, who was originally 
from Inverness in Scotland, after 
he disappeared while on duty. 

The Met Police officer was 
reported missing by his partner, 
Gary Meeks, after he failed to 
return home from work on April 
1 this year. 

Brizzi was arrested at his flat 
in the Peabody Estate in 
Southwark, south London. PC 
Semple's remains were 
discovered a week after he went 
missing. 

Brizzi appeared via videolink 
at the Old Bailey from 
maximum security Belmarsh jail 
in south east London. Wearing 
a grey tracksuit and aviator 
sunglasses, bearded Brizzi 
spoke only to confirm his name. 

He was not required to enter 
a plea, and a provisional trial 
date has been fixed for October 
18 this year. Judge Nicholas 
Hilliard QC, the Recorder of 
London, said:"Thank you Mr 
Brizzi, that's all. Thank you." 

PC Semple went missing after 
leaving a meeting at the five- 
star Shangri La hotel in The 
Shard skyscraper on April 1 at 
around 12.30pm. CCTV 
cameras then picked him up 
nearly three hours hours later in 
nearby Great Guildford Street. 

The policeman, who was an 
anti-social behaviour officer 
with Westminster City Council, 
lived with his partner in 
Greenhithe, Kent. 

After the family of PC Semple 
announced his death on 
Facebook, his brother, Ronnie 
Semple, said:"Gordon will be 
missed by all of his immediate 
family, his colleagues in the Met 
Police, former Bank of Scotland 
colleagues in Inverness and 
London, friends from his Tartan 
Army Days, but most of all the 
hardest loss is for Gary at this 
time." 

Policeman’s 
final warning 

A LONDON police officer has 
been issued a final warning - 
for abusing a special police 
travel card. 

Police Constable Robert 
Thorne, who is in the Territorial 
Policing unit, faces the sack if he 
abuses his privilege again, 
following a two-day 
misconduct hearing that 
finished last Tuesday. 

The officer faced allegations 
that he misused the ATOC travel 
scheme five times between 
March and April 2014. 

He was hauled before the 
Metropolitan Police Service's 
Standards of Professional 
Behaviour panel and quizzed 
over his'Honesty and Integrity', 
'Orders and Instructions'and 
'Discreditable Conduct'. 

The panel considered all of 
the evidence and sanctioned a 
final written warning as most 
appropriate. 

Officers entitled to join the 
ATOC scheme pay a monthly 
fee of £49.20 which allows them 
to travel in standard class on 
National Rail services within an 
agreed area. 

According to the Association 
ofTrain Operating Companies' 
guidelines, an example of 
misuse would be using the 
ticket for travelling to work, or 
buying discounted tickets for a 
family member to go to work. 
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Porsche ‘rich kid’ must pay 


Paddington’s new trains 


ONE of the self-styled ‘Rich 
Kids of Instagram’ - caught 
doing more than double the 
speed limit in his father’s 
£120,000 Porsche - has been 
spared a driving ban. 

Aleem Iqbal, who goes by 
the name Lord Aleem on so¬ 
cial media, has more than 
530,000 followers on Insta¬ 
gram, 60,000 on Twitter, 
270,00 on YouTube and 170,000 
on Facebook. 

The 21-year-old was caught 
in the City of London in the 
black Porsche 911, driving at 
46mph in a 20mph zone last 
December. 

Iqbal, of Westminster, cen¬ 
tral London, had six more 
points slapped on his licence, 
having already had three for 


using his phone at the wheel. 

He was also ordered to pay 
a total of £650 at City of Lon¬ 
don Magistrates Court. 

The court heard that Iqbal 
was spotted by police cam¬ 
eras at around 9.45pm on De¬ 
cember 5 travelling along 
London Wall. 

PC Neil Hossack told the 
court: “Iqbal was caught us¬ 
ing Speed Analysis Cameras 
travelling on London Wall be¬ 
tween the junctions of Moor- 
gate and Wood Street.” 

Iqbal did not attend court 
and was not represented. He 
has access to a fleet of luxury 
motors owned by his father’s 
Birmingham-based luxury 
car-rental firm, Platinum Ex¬ 
ecutive Travel. 


A NEW fleet of high-speed 
trains which will be able to 
travel from London to Bristol 
in under 80 minutes carried 
passengers for the first time 
on Thursday. 

The brand new generation 
of trains were created to cel¬ 
ebrate 175 years of journeys 
on the famous Brunei line, as 
part of the electrification of 
the tracks. The Great West¬ 
ern Railway trains are prom¬ 
ised to be faster and more fre¬ 
quent, with 7,900 extra seats 
out of London. The creation 
of the new fleet will also see 
730 new jobs in Hitachi’s 
manufacturing plant. 

Great Western Railway un¬ 
veiled the new trains with a 
special one-off journey from 


Bristol to Reading, with 
guests including the trans¬ 
port secretary. 

The new trains will be 
manufactured in Britain and 
will include more seats, 
greater leg room, free WiFi, 
power sockets at each seat, 
LCD seat reservation indica¬ 
tors and increased space in 
overhead luggage racks. 

The trains will be intro¬ 
duced from next summer and 
will be able to get from 
Paddington to Bristol Temple 
Meads in one hour and 18 
minutes. 

GWR has been unpopular 
with commuters who com¬ 
plain regularly of overcrowd¬ 
ing, delays and a lack of air 
conditioning. 


Going, going. 

THE largest diamond to be 
discovered in more than a 
century failed to sell in Lon¬ 
don last week despite a world 
record bid of £45 million. 

The giant gem, Lesedi la 
Rona, is a staggering 1,109 
carats and the size of a tennis 
ball. It is three billion years 
old and was uncovered in 
Botswana last year and ex¬ 
perts said it was a “once in a 
lifetime discovery”. 

The rough diamond, which 
is only beaten in size by the 
mammoth rock now found in 
the Crown Jewels, has been 
on a worldwide tour ahead of 
its sale at Sotheby’s. 

Sotheby’s gave Lesedi la 
Rona - which means “Our 
Light” in the Tswana lan- 


not gone 

guage - an estimate of £52 
million ($70 million). 

But despite the huge fan¬ 
fare and a packed saleroom, 
it failed to secure a new 
owner. The sale was con¬ 
ducted in US dollars with bid¬ 
ding opening up at $50 million 
(£37m), increasing in $500,000 
(£370,000) increments. 

The hammer went down at 
$61 million (£45.3 million), 
which would have been £13 
million more than the previ¬ 
ous record, set last year for 
the £32 million Blue Moon di¬ 
amond. But it wasn’t enough 
to convince the sellers, Lu- 
cara Diamond Corp, to part 
with the diamond it uncov¬ 
ered at its Karowe mine in 
Botswana in November. 


Stalker tried to link 
her ex-boyfriend to 
130 made-up crimes 


BY LWN REPORTER 

edit@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

AN OBSESSED stalker tried 
to frame her former partner 
for more than 130 fictitious 
crimes, including rape, acid 
attacks and stabbings - be¬ 
cause he dumped her after 
just a few weeks, a court 
heard. 

Sandra Danevska, 38, from 
Hammersmith, lingered at 
her ex-boyfriend’s address, 
sent hundreds of hoax online 
crime reports to harass him 
and his new partners - de¬ 
spite the relationship ending 
over a decade earlier. 

Her bitter vendetta led to 
her former boyfriend being 
implicated as a suspect for 
rape, acid attacks and stab¬ 
bings - and the two women 
he went on to date being sub¬ 
jected to traumatic online 
hate campaigns. 

But Danevska covered her 
tracks so well she always 
kept at least one step ahead 
of police for years - before a 
warrant saw them finding a 
diary where she wrote down 
all of her ex’s movements. 

Danevska was fixated on 
getting revenge by sending 
134 bogus online reports to 
police about her entirely in¬ 
nocent former partner. It re¬ 
sulted in 170 needless Met po¬ 
lice dispatch logs being 
created as a result. 

She was found guilty at 
Isleworth Crown Court of 
three counts of stalking in¬ 
volving serious alarm or dis¬ 
tress and two counts of per¬ 
verting the course of justice. 

Danevska and her 
ex -named only as ‘Victim 
1’ - first dated for a number 
of weeks around 10 years 
ago - and got back together 
briefly in 2013. 

The 45-year-old man then 
decided he simply wanted to 
remain friends. But 
Danevska could not handle 
the rejection, and repeatedly 
stalked his new girlfriends. 

She set up bogus social 



Sandra Danevska invented 
scores of fictitious crimes to 
harass her former boyfriend 

Picture: SWNS 

media profiles and fake 
email addresses in her ex¬ 
boyfriend’s name to send 
threatening and malicious 
messages to other people, 
also using multiple mobile 
phones to make silent calls 
and send text messages to 
him. 

By 2014, Danevska ramped 
up her campaign and was 
sending ‘Victim 1’ almost 
daily emails from unknown 
accounts, commenting on 
things he had done during 
the day, leaving him to live 
in fear that he was being fol¬ 
lowed. Danevska then sub¬ 
jected him and the two 
women he later went out 
with, aged 34 and 37, to re¬ 
peated stalking and harass¬ 
ment. As well as the direct 
contact, Danevska wanted to 
implicate her ex in crimes he 
hadn’t committed. 

Using the details of 60 dif¬ 
ferent people, she created 134 
hoax online crime reports to 
implicate him as a suspect 
in crimes - so police had to 
visit his home 42 times and 
his place of work 10 times in 
response. 

Danevska’s made-up vic¬ 
tims were reporting that he 
had stabbed, raped or 
thrown acid in their faces. 

The 34-year-old woman - 


named as ‘Victim 2’ - went 
out with Danevska’s former 
boyfriend in 2010. She also 
received threatening and 
malicious text messages and 
emails using multiple social 
media accounts. 

A 37-year-old - ‘Victim 
3’ - was the girlfriend of ‘Vic¬ 
tim 1’ for a year from Octo¬ 
ber 2012 until October 2013. 

As well as receiving mali¬ 
cious messages, commenting 
on her daily movements, 
Danevska made it look as 
though she was making 
crime reports, so also had po¬ 
lice visiting her home repeat¬ 
edly. 

It took officers four years 
to trace her and she always 
covered her tracks in such a 
way she couldn’t be identi¬ 
fied. After investigating 
since 2011, in 2015 a series of 
bogus social media profiles 
were traced to various ad¬ 
dresses - who were were em¬ 
ploying Danevska as a 
nanny. 

Detective Constable Dean 
Puzey, of Hammersmith and 
Fulham CID, said: “This 
woman’s actions caused her 
victims unimaginable dis¬ 
tress. Danevska stalked mul¬ 
tiple victims and used social 
media and the police crime 
reporting system to make 
their lives intolerable. 

“Her ex-boyfriend, an en¬ 
tirely innocent man, found 
himself a suspect for rape, 
stabbings and acid attacks - 
the impact on his life in par¬ 
ticular was horrendous. 

“Her actions also caused a 
massive waste of police time. 
Throughout Danevska’s 
campaign, 17 of London’s 32 
boroughs responded to bogus 
reports of crime as a result 
of her malicious calls; her 
vendetta was a huge drain 
on police resources.” 

Danevska’s home was 
searched in May 2015. 

In September 2015, she was 
charged with the offences 
and will be sentenced on Fri¬ 
day, August 26. 
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Thomas Cromwell joins Charles’ inner 
circle to tackle this cereal conundrum 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

ARE visitors from another 
world attempting to get in 
touch with Prince Charles? 

For more than 20 years crop 
circles thought to have been 
made by intelligent life from 
elsewhere in the galaxy have 
been appearing in fields close 
to the prince’s Highgrove es¬ 
tate. 

Two years ago, a 200ft crop 
circle in the shape of a penta¬ 
gram appeared overnight in a 
wheat field at Tetbury, less 
than two miles from High¬ 
grove, and crop circle enthu¬ 
siasts are waiting to see if this 
year’s crop brings more unex¬ 
plainable patterning. 

Although many believe that 
the circles are man-made and 
are created by pranksters, oth¬ 
ers are not so sure that it is 
possible to construct the intri¬ 
cate designs in a night-time, 
especially when - on occa¬ 
sions - fields in which circles 
appear have been patrolled all 
night by UFO-spotters. 

Now Prince Charles is get¬ 
ting advice on the controver¬ 
sial subject from top actor 
Mark Rylance, recently ac¬ 
claimed for his role as another 
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royal adviser, Thomas 
Cromwell, in the BBC’s 
Henry VIII drama Wolf Hall. 

Rylance became some¬ 
thing of an expert on the crop 
circle phenomenon whilst re¬ 
searching his role as Johnny 
“Rooster” Byron in the rave- 
reviewed stage play 
Jerusalem, which was set in 
the Vale of Pewsey in Wilt¬ 
shire, where many circles ap¬ 
pear every year. 

Rylance has revealed that 
as both he and the prince 
share a fascination with crop 
circles, they have been ex¬ 
changing correspondence re¬ 
garding the phenomena. 

“He’s interested in crop 
circles, too, so I send him my 
crop circle calendars and 
magazines that I buy and 
keep him informed. I’m his 
crop circle counsellor,” said 
the award-winning actor. 

Although Prince Charles 
has been knocked in the past 
for exploring unscientific in¬ 
terests like the advantages of 
talking to plants, Rylance is 
a big defender of the heir to 
the throne and his curiosity 
for the as-yet unexplained. 

“I still call him ‘sir’ in re¬ 
spect for his extraordinary 
fate. He’s just a human soul 


Prince Charles is getting advice on the controversial subject of 
crop circles from top actor Mark Rylance Pictures: SWNS 


like you or I, but he’s been 
born into this incredible fate 
and so I respect him as I 
would respect anyone who 
has had an extraordinary 
fate given to them,” said Ry¬ 
lance. 

Some years ago Prince 
Charles was reported to have 
sought a consultation with 
crop circles expert Colin An¬ 
drews, but a planned meeting 
was scuppered when it was 
revealed in the press. 

“Prince Charles had crop 
circles on one of his estates 
as did other members of Roy¬ 


alty and his interest was 
high,” Mr Andrews later 
wrote. 

“He wanted me to explain 
the features we were con¬ 
vinced at the time were of a 
genuine phenomenon. 

“Although a plan was set 
for such a meeting to take 
place an unfortunate leak to 
the media scuttled our meet¬ 
ing.” 

According to the watchdog 
Crop Circle Connector, 14 cir¬ 
cles have already appeared 
this year, several of them in 
the Vale Of Pewsey. 


Duchess will present top museum prize 


■ The Duchess of Cambridge 
will be at the Natural History 
Museum on Wednesday, July 6, 
to present the prize for Art 
Fund Museum of the Year. Five 
museums and galleries have 
been shortlisted; London's 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and the Bethlem Museum of 
the Mind, Bristol's Arnolfini, the 
York Art Galley and the Jupiter 
Artland of West Lothian. 


The winner will receive a prize 
of £100,000. 

■ As patron of the London 
Gardens Society, the Earl of 
Wessex will visit Pimlico's 
acclaimed garden at Eccleston 
Square on July 14. On the 
same day he will also visit the 
garden at the Royal Marsden 
Hospital in Dovehouse Street 
SW3. 

■ Swan Upping, the annual 


census of the swan population 
on the River Thames, was 
announced last week by David 
Barber, The Queen's Swan 
Marker. This year's Swan 
Upping will start on Monday, 
July 18, departing from 
Sunbury lock cut, and will 
finish at Abingdon Bridge, 
Oxfordshire on Friday, July 22. 
It is hoped there will be an 
increase in cygnet numbers. 
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Queen leads 
charge of the 
bright brigade 

THE Queen has been hailed a 
style icon after her colourful 
Royal Ascot wardrobe trig¬ 
gered a surge in sales of 
bright clothing. 

Her Majesty donned a se¬ 
ries of brightly coloured out¬ 
fits during the race meeting 
and for her 90th birthday cel¬ 
ebrations. 

And sales of one green 
dress jumped 711 per cent in 
just one week after the Queen 
was seen wearing a similar 
shade. Fashion retailer JD 
Williams said that sales of 
bright green pieces overall 
have soared 134 per cent in the 
past week. 

Other bright ensembles, 
seen throughout the celebra¬ 
tions and at Ascot also appear 
to have sparked a desire to 
ditch dim shades among shop¬ 
pers, with sales of bright pink 
garments soaring 107 per cent 
and bright orange up 69 per 
cent. 

Often thought of as a colour 
palette reserved for the 
younger generation, the 
Queen has continued to defy 
sartorial expectations by mas¬ 
tering the trend for 90s neon. 

The Queen was recently 
voted the nation’s number one 
style icon, beating the likes of 
Victoria Beckham and Helen 
Mirren to claim the top spot. 

The accolade is clearly still 
ringing true, with sales of 
bright yellow pieces up 34 per 
cent week on week after HRH 
sported the shade on the first 
day of Royal Ascot. 



The Queen's bright green coat is one of many vivid fashions she has sported this year Picture: SWNS 


Prince fancies lamb 
burgers and lasagne 


PRINCE William’s recent 
joke that it’s his wife’s home 
cooking which accounts for 
his leanness has thrown up 
questions of what is it that he 
really likes to eat. 

The Duke of Cambridge ap¬ 
peared to tease his wife when 
they were guests at Houghton 
Hall, a stately home close to 
their country house Anmer 
Hall on the Sandringham es¬ 
tate in Norfolk, for a five- 
course meal prepared by five 
Michelin-starred chefs. 

“William has to put up with 
my cooking most of the time,” 
the duchess told the chefs, 
prompting William to jest, 
“It’s the reason I’m so 
skinny.” 

But his action man lifestyle 
must have much to do with 
working off the pounds, for 
former royal chefs have re¬ 
vealed that William has a 
taste for hearty meals. 

Gareth Matheson, who was 
the chef at the Anglesey air¬ 
base where William was de¬ 
ployed during his time with 
the RAF, says that his 
favourite dish to sustain him 
through long shifts as a 
search and rescue helicopter 
pilot was the Royal Welsh 
lamb burger, 450 calories’ 
worth of lamb with bacon, 
Snowdonia cheese and a fried 
egg. 

“It was William’s absolute 
favourite. Whenever he was 
on shift he would always ask 
for it. When he was working 



William likes lamb burgers and 
lasagne 

nights he would always ask 
for me to do another one for 
throughout the night. He 
liked the idea that we were 
using all local and fresh pro¬ 
duce,” said Mr Matheson, 
who also revealed that 
William was “a bit of a 
lasagne man”. 

Darren McGrady, once chef 
to Princess Diana, revealed 
that Prince William’s taste for 
good honest traditional grub 
goes way back to his child¬ 
hood when among the 
favourite meals that the chef 
would cook for him and 
Prince Harry were cottage 
pie, fish cakes, roast chicken 
along with jam roly-poly and 
sticky toffee pudding. 

These days the prince is 
said to also be rather partial 
to a traditional ploughman’s 
lunch, especially if accompa¬ 
nied by Kate’s chutney, which 
his wife makes to a special 
recipe handed down from her 
grandmother. 


Can William win hearts and minds? 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

HOPES are rising that Prince 
William’s recent stand to 
champion LGBT rights could 
lead to a change in near-me¬ 
dieval laws in the countries of 
the Commonwealth, where 
most nations still criminalise 
gay love and some states will 
execute you for it. 

Prince William was hailed 
for the message that he sent 
by appearing on the cover of 
Attitude and leading a call 
against discrimination in his 
interview with the gay maga¬ 
zine. 

William is the first member 
of the Royal Family to become 
the cover-guy of a gay publi¬ 
cation and he pulled no 
punches in spelling out his 
feelings that nobody should be 
persecuted for being LGBT. 

Like his mother Princess 
Diana, who long endorsed gay 
rights, William warmed many 
hearts when he told Attitude : 
“No one should be bullied for 
their sexuality or any other 
reason and no one should have 
to put up with the kind of hate 
that young people have en¬ 
dured in their lives.” 

He added: “The young gay, 
lesbian and transgender indi¬ 
viduals I met through Attitude 
are truly brave to speak out 
and to give hope to people who 
are going through terrible bul¬ 
lying right now. 

“Their sense of strength and 


optimism should give us all 
encouragement to stand up to 
bullying wherever we see it. 

“What I would say to any 
young person reading this 
who’s being bullied for their 
sexuality: don’t put up with it 
- speak to a trusted adult, a 
friend, a teacher, Childline, Di¬ 
ana Award or some other serv¬ 
ice and get the help you need. 

“You should be proud of the 
person you are and you have 
nothing to be ashamed of.” 

But in many lands of the 
Commonwealth of which 
William will one day become 
the head, being gay is not so 
much a matter of shame as be¬ 
ing something that could lead 
to prison, a flogging or even 
worse. 

In 38 of the 53 countries of 
the Commonwealth, sex be¬ 
tween consenting adults of the 
same sex, gender identity and 
expression is breaking the law 
and the penalties can be 
harsh. 

They include up to 10 years 
imprisonment and hard 
labour in Jamaica, 14 years in 
Kenya, 20 years plus flogging 
in Malaysia, and 25 years in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Bangladesh, Barbados, 
Guyana, Pakistan, Sierra 
Leone, Tanzania and Uganda 
have a maximum sentence of 
life imprisonment, while in 
the 12 northern states of Nige¬ 
ria the maximum penalty for 
male homosexuality is death. 

In some countries such as 



Prince William, pictured here taking part in the Maserati Royal 
Charity Polo Trophy at Beaufort Polo Club, Gloucestershire, has 
taken a strong line on gay rights Picture: SWNS 


Cameroon, arrests and impris¬ 
onment for acts that indicate 
homosexuality are frequently 
reported. In Uganda and Nige¬ 
ria recent legislative proposals 
have significantly increased 
the penalties for homosexual¬ 
ity. 

With the introduction of 
Sharia law, both male and fe¬ 
male homosexuality is illegal 
in Brunei. The country passed 
a law that came into force on 
22 April 2014, allowing the 
death penalty to be adminis¬ 
tered by stoning for homosex¬ 
ual acts, given there is enough 
evidence pointing to the action 
from “four trusted, impartial, 
and truthful witnesses in at¬ 
tendance”. 

In Uganda, homosexuality 
is illegal and carries a mini¬ 
mum sentence of two years in 
prison and a maximum of life. 
There is an extreme social 
bias against homosexuality, 
with the murder rate for 
LGBT people being signifi¬ 
cantly higher than other 
groups. Gays and lesbians face 
discrimination and harass¬ 
ment at the hands of the me¬ 
dia, police, teachers, and other 
groups. 

In 2007, a Ugandan newspa¬ 
per, The Red Pepper, published 
a list of allegedly gay men, 
many of whom suffered ha¬ 
rassment as a result. 

A year later, the Ugandan 
newspaper Rolling Stone pub¬ 
lished a front page article ti¬ 
tled “100 Pictures of Uganda’s 


Top Homos Leak” that listed 
the names, addresses, and pho¬ 
tographs of 100 homosexuals 
alongside a yellow banner that 
read “Hang Them”. 

In St Lucia, gay rights are 
not much better; sexual rela¬ 
tions between gay men can re¬ 
sult in up to 10 years in prison 
and in Antigua and Barbuda 
the maximum penalty is 15 
years inside. 

Prince William’s interven¬ 
tion is proving timely and cru¬ 
cial, not least because a report 
produced last year by the Hu¬ 
man Dignity Trust in associa¬ 
tion with the Commonwealth 
Lawyers’ Association found 
that countries that continue to 
criminalise same-sex relation¬ 
ships were having the effect of 
worsening the impacts of the 
HIV/AIDS crisis. 

The report estimates that 
some 2.9 billion people live in 
Commonwealth countries 
where consensual homosexu¬ 
ality is punishable, and ap¬ 
proximately 174 million living 
there may identify as LGBT. 

It found that: “There is a di¬ 
rect link between criminaliz¬ 
ing laws and increased rates 
of HIV, and the Common¬ 
wealth undeniably demon¬ 
strates this link. 

“The Commonwealth ac¬ 
counts for approximately 30 
per cent of the world’s popu¬ 
lation but over 60 per cent of 
HIV cases worldwide. This sit¬ 
uation has gotten progres¬ 
sively worse.” 
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S OME musicians like to 
change their image when 
they want to make a fresh 
start. Others seek inspiration in 
unlikely sources or team up with 
new pals to create a unique and 
distinctive sound. KT Tunstall 
chose to travel halfway around the 
world, writes Jack Dixon. 

When the death of her father was 
quickly followed by the breakdown 
of her five-year marriage, she 
packed up and shipped off to 
California. 

“After that I sold up everything I 
owned, moved continents and 
made a fresh start,” says the 41- 
year-old. “It was the best thing that 
ever happened to me.” 

The change of scenery proved 
the inspiration for her latest EP, 
Golden State - the Scottish singer- 
songwriter’s first new material in 
more than three years. 

Dusting yourself down and 
starting again appears to be the 
theme of the reborn Tunstall, who 
will return to London in the 
autumn soon after the release of 
her fifth full-length album. 

“One of the songs is called It 
Took Me So Long To Get Here - it’s 
the theme of the record really,” she 
told The Herald in a recent 
interview. “I genuinely think that 
if I hadn’t done what I’d done I’d be 
locked up somewhere in a white 
gown talking to a plughole. And 
that would have created an entirely 
different album.” 

It’s strange to think that Tunstall 
first burst onto the scene back in 
2004 with her hit debut Eye To The 
Telescope, an album of picture- 
perfect pop that spawned smash 
singles Black Horse and the Cherry 
Tree and Suddenly I See. 

Her style has matured markedly 
since those early days and while 
her chart appeal has waned, 
Tunstall has grown into the classy 
elder stateswoman of her field. 

Gruff-voiced on these new 
tracks, the former west London 
music student is at the peak of her 
powers once again. Perhaps it was 
the switch to the Golden State that 
loosened her inhibitions? 

“It all fed into the writing,” she 
says. “This has become an 
unexpected record for me - 
probably the biggest sounding 
album I’ve made. It’s a really 
rambunctious, bombastic pop 
record. I definitely wouldn’t have 
made this record in the UK. I 
would have been far too self- 
conscious.” 

Tunstall was adopted by a family 
in St Andrews, Fife, at just 18 days 
old. It was at the age of four, with 
her new father, David Tunstall, a 
physics lecturer, that she first 
visited California. 

Later she would spend her final 
year of high school at a boarding 
school in Connecticut before 
returning to the UK to study 
Drama and Music at Royal 
Holloway, University of London, 
graduating in 1996. Tunstall was 
laden with awards, including a Brit 
and an Ivor Novello, after the 
release of her debut but moved 
towards more thoughtful 



KT Tunstall will return to London in the autumn 
soon after the release of her fifth full-length 
album. Inset right: Golden State EP 

compositional music during her 
30s. The relentless cycle of 
recording and touring could only 
last so long. 

“After having success and 
touring for such a long time, I 
found it almost impossible to stop,” 
she adds. “In the end you end up 
completely battered. You realise 
that you’re nearly dead.” 

Revitalised, refreshed, Tunstall 
returns to London in November as 
part of a UK tour in support of the 
new album, due out in September. 

Few artists will have travelled so 
far to make it back home. 

■ KT Tunstall will play at the 02 
Shepherd's Bush Empire on 
Wednesday November 9. The 
Golden State EP is out now. 


Gig guide 



Kelis 

Jazz Cafe, Camden 

Tuesday July 5 and 
Wednesday July 6 

AUDACIOUS RnB superstar most 
famous for 2003 chart-topper 
Milkshake. Worked with the likes 
of Calvin Harris on huge club hit 
Bounce before impressing on 
delicious, soul-infused full-length 
Food two years ago. Style, smooth 
tunes and sex appeal combine in 
cabaret-esque stage shows. 



Stevie Wonder 

Hyde Park, Kensington 

Sunday, July 10 

LEGENDARY soul singer is joined 
by an all-star supporting cast as 
he performs his masterpiece 
'Songs in the Key of Life' in its 
entirety. Four decades since the 
album's release on the iconic 
Motown label, Wonder will wow 
crowds with hit after hit. Pharrell 
Williams and Corinne Bailey Rae 
are among the top talent opening 
up the British Summer Time show. 



Pixies 

Brixton 02 Academy 

Monday, July 11 

INDIE icons treasured by teen 
outsiders since breaking through 
with monster hit Gigantic in 1988. 
Mixed reviews for their recent 
comeback, which saw four short 
EPs released over the course of a 
year. Famed for bizarre lyrical 
twists on global issues combined 
with piercing guitar riffs and 
frantic headbanging. 
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This little piggy didn't 
save on estate agent fees 

...but you can 


See our website for latest offers 

www.emoov.co.uk 


Damien Ellison 


On his visit, Damien will explain the home 


Get your property sold 

for the right price and with the 

best customer service in the UK 

( AllAgents.co.uk - best in sector - March 2016 ). 


And save thousands in the process 


V ETERAN stars will be 
out in force at The 02 
in October for a blues 
birthday party for the 
oldest rocker in town, a 
one-off gig to mark former 
Rolling Stone Bill Wyman 
turning 80, writes Geoff 
Baker. 

Among his pals who have 
already signed up to 
perform at the Bill Wyman 
Gala Concert are Mark 
Knopfler, Bob Geldof, Mick 
Hucknall and Imelda May, 
but other top artists are 
expected to turn up on the 
night and the show could 
even be bolstered by a 
Stone or two. 

The October 28th show 
will be a highlight of this 
year’s BluesFest and 
organisers are hopeful 
that Charlie Watts and 
Ron Wood will join the 
supergroup as Bill leads 
the band through a set of 
the favourite songs of his 
long life in the music 
business. 

The starry night will be a 
far cry from Bill’s humble 
origins. Eighty years ago 
the most famous son of 
Sydenham was born 
William Perks, son of a 
brickie, and raised at 38 
Miall Road SE26, a small 
terraced house with gas 
lighting, no bathroom or 
hot running water and the 
toilet was a shed in the 
back garden. 


r Stars are\ 
out to sing 
Bill a happy 
birthday J 


<1 . V 


Imelda May is among the stars lining up to play in a one-off 
tribute show for Bill Wyman 


Going to school during 
the Second World War, Bill 
almost didn’t make it to 
become the bass player 
with the greatest rock and 
roll band in the world. 

“One of my most vivid 
wartime memories was of 
Wednesday 20th January 


1943,” recalls the ever- 
accurate Bill in his 
autobiography Rolling With 
The Stones. 

“I was on my way home 
from school when the air¬ 
raid sounded. My friend 
and I got to the top of our 
road as a German fighter- 


Low and behold, a festival treat 


A brand new music and literary 
festival. Caught By The River 
Thames, comes to Fulham 
Palace this summer. In the 
run-up to the two-day 
extravaganza. Capital Nights 
takes a closer look at some of 
the most exciting acts on the 
bill 

Low 

OVER a double-figure 
album career, husband-and- 
wife vocalists Alan 
Sparhawk and Mimi Parker 
have established 
themselves as one of the 
most majestic vocal 
pairings in contemporary 
music - a post-punk Gram 
Parsons and Emmylou 
Harris. 

It is a measure of the 
group’s musical and 
emotional range that, on 
the one hand, they have 
been covered by Robert 
Plant and have songs titled 
Hatchet, Murder and 
P***ing and, on the other, 
one of their Christmas 
jingles soundtracked a Gap 
TV advert. 

The festive season might 
mean more to Parker and 


Husband-and-wife vocalists 
Alan Sparhawk and Mimi 
Parker have established 
themselves as one of the most 
majestic vocal pairings in 
contemporary music 

Sparhawk than others - he 
was raised as a Mormon 
and she converted to the 
faith. While The Osmonds 


THAHES 


and [Killers singer] 

Brandon Flowers form a 
cheery Mormon pop 
lineage, Low disrupt things. 
They are masters of 
exhilarating desolation - 
yet they also transmit 
uplifting universality. 
Superbly emotive 
songwriting finds a home in 
two mighty voices - 
sometimes joining in the 
kind of glorious harmonic 
union heard on What Part 
Of Me from last year’s 
album Ones And Sixes. 

In concert Low are a 
thrilling force of nature - 
producing sounds with a 
spirituality to transfix the 
listener, wherever their 
faith may lie. 


bomber appeared at the 
other end. It roared 
towards us, seeming to fly 
between the rooftops, 
machine-gunning the 
length of the road. 

“We ran past the houses 
and the small coping walls 
as it blasted over. I reached 
my grandmother’s flat, 
where she hurried me 
down the back staircase to 
the air-raid shelter in the 
garden. Later that day we 
learned that it was one of 
the planes that bombed a 
school in nearby 
Lewisham, killing six 
teachers and 38 children 
aged between five and 
seven.” 

This year’s three-day 
BluesFest will also feature 
two spectacular double¬ 
bills: blues luminary 
Walter Trout and UK blues- 
rock outfit The Temperance 
Movement, and UK guitar 
legend Jeff Beck alongside 
musical visionary Van 
Morrison. 


The October 28-30 festival 
will also present the first 
London show in six years 
from Paul Rodgers’ rock 
supergroup Bad Company, 
featuring special guest US 
guitarist and Bon Jovi 
collaborator Richie 
Sambora, along with shows 
by JD & The Straight Shot 
and home-grown talents Jo 
Harman and Lauren 
Housley. 

“Last year’s BluesFest, 
which marked the first 
time a blues festival had 
been held at The 02, was a 
resounding success,” said 
festival director Leo Green. 

“This year we’ve looked 
to build on that success and 
to deliver a bigger, better 
event that showcases the 
captivating diversity of 
blues, soul and roots music 
and all the genres it’s had 
an impact on.” 

Tickets are on sale on 
July 1 from 

www.livenation.co.uk and 
AXS.com 


Full service 

estate agency 

pay just 

£595 


selling journey and answer your questions. If you 
instruct us, we will support you every step of the way, 
including: home valuation, a floorplan, quality colour 
photographs, creating your marketing brochure and listing 
your property on Rightmove and Zoopla to attract buyers. 
We then arrange viewings and negotiate on your behalf to 
get you the best price. Your sale will be expertly overseen 
all the way to moving day. 


emoov □ 

A better local estate agent everywhere. Call 2149 Open 7 days 
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T HE Brexit vote has rocked the 
music business, leaving bands 
worried about their future 
touring plans and how new red 
tape will affect their ability to play 
abroad, writes Geoff Baker. 

In interviews with the BBC after 
Glastonbury, the stars sounded 
crushed and downhearted that the 
Out vote will hit the way they 
work. 

Bastille’s Dan Smith said: “I’m 
really gutted and really shocked. 
It’s going to have a huge knock-on 
effect. 

“One of the amazing things 
about Europe is the freedom to 
travel, and the freedom to work 
wherever you want. We’re lucky 
enough as a touring band to get to 
go every weekend to play two or 
three festivals in different 
European countries and it’s so 
easy. We can get on a ferry and go 
there, and it’s something we’ve 
totally taken for granted. But now I 
imagine there’ll be loads and loads 
of red tape to get through.” 

Chvrches’ Lauren Mayberry 
added: “I think the nature of 
touring is going to change 
massively. The summer we’re 
looking at right now is just 
hopping from country to country 
within Europe and in order to do 
that when we’re not part of the 
European Union, we would 
presumably need to go to a 
different embassy for every 
different country and apply for a 
visa for us and everybody in our 
crew.” 

Band partner Martin Doherty 
said: “We also employ mainland 
Europeans within our crew, and 
they will struggle to get work 
permits and continue under the 
employ of our band. It’s all very 
complicated.” 

Matt Healy of The 1975 said: “I 
was literally leaving the European 
Union when I heard the result. I 
was in a queue in Copenhagen to 
get in a plane back to London and I 
didn’t know which queue to get in. 
It’s a weird time. It will make 
touring a lot harder - but freedom 
of movement isn’t literally going to 
stop. There’ll still be soft borders. 
I’m sure there’ll be a European 
Visa. 

“One of the things people who 
travel on tour buses through 
Europe were saying was that we’ll 
have to get up every two hours 
when we cross the border into 
Luxembourg and Belgium. I don’t 
think that’s going to be the case. 

“I just think our generation has 
been robbed of the opportunity for 
friendships and relationships and 
work opportunities.” 

Paul Heaton tried to put a brave 
face on the consequences of Brexit, 
saying: “I think we’ll still have a 
positive relationship with Europe. 
I’m old enough to remember how it 
was before integration and the 
British passport has always been 
looked on as something that’s 
fairly easy to get in and out of 
countries with.” 

And Danish singer Mo, the voice 
behind Major Lazer’s Lean On, 
remains positive that she will be 


Rick’s never 
gonna give up 

WHERE did it all go right for Rick 
Astley? Remembered best for the 
irritatingly catchy Never Gonna 
Give You Up-a number one hit in 
25 countries - he seemed sure to 
drift quietly into obscurity, his 
subsequent records destined for 
the HMV bargain bin, writes Jack 
Dixon. 

Few could have predicted that 
he would send shockwaves across 
the industry in 2016 by beating 
the likes of Tom Odell, Nick Jonas 
and even Sir Paul McCartney to 
land top spot in the UK album 
charts last month. 

50 is Astley's first record to 
break the top 10 in 25 years and 
the first time he has clambered to 
the summit since his debut. 

"It's amazing. It's incredible. It's 
been a very, very, very long time 
since this happened before. I 
couldn't be happier," Astley 
spluttered as news of his triumph 
was confirmed on Friday, June 17. 

But the Lancashire lad's 
fairytale reached new heights last 
week as he performed in London 
alongside one of the greatest 
songwriters of all-time - none 
other than Burt Bacharach. 

Astley took to the stage at the 
London Palladium for a series of 
classic numbers hand-picked 
from Burt's extraordinary 
catalogue. 

Stand by for a re-issue of Never 
Gonna Give You Up for a run at 
Christmas number one in 
December. 

It’s strictly 
all change 

THEY'RE changing partners on 
Strictly with new professional 
dancers joining the show. 

New to the BBC dance floor are 
world-class Latin and Ballroom 
experts, world champion Katya 
Jones, Ukrainian champion 
Oksana Platero and top Spanish 
dance professional Gorka 
Marquez. 

Returning to the Strictly dance 
floor are male dancers, Anton du 
Beke, Brendan Cole, Kevin Clifton, 
Pasha Kovalev, Aljaz Skorjanec, 
Giovanni Pernice. The favourite 
female dancers returning are 
Karen Clifton, Natalie Lowe, 
Joanne Clifton, Janette Manrara 
and Oti Mabuse. 

Strictly has extended its thanks 
to Tristan MacManus, Ola Jordan, 
Kristina Rihanoff and Aliona 
Vilani, who announced at the end 
of last series that they wouldn't 
be returning to the show, and 
also to Gleb Savchenko, who has 
decided that due to family affairs 
he will not be appearing in the 
next series. 

Gleb said:"I thoroughly 
enjoyed taking part in the last 
series of Strictly Come Dancing 
but due to family commitments I 
won't be returning to the show." 


Glastonbury performers voiced concerns about their future touring plans after 
the Brexit vote. Inset: Matt Healy of The 1975 Picture: SWNS 


able to continue working in the UK 
without any major restrictions. 

“Like everyone else, I’m just 
thinking ‘what’s this going to 
mean?’ But hopefully it won’t be as 
hard as people fear,” she said. 

“I’ve spent a lot of time queuing 
up in embassies for a visa. You 
have to be there in person and 
show your face but it’s not too bad. 
I remember when I was going to 
India for the first time, I had to 
stay in the embassy six hours, 
early in the morning, standing up 
the whole time. 

“But I was like, ‘screw that, I’m 
going to India!’ 

“It’s always just about attitude. 
You have to accept this is the 


world, this is how it is. Hopefully 
some day it will be different.” 

But Tim Booth of James 
reflected the feelings of many that 
coming out of the EU was a sadness 

“As a band, we’re pretty 
European in nature, so we were 
pretty upset. I feel sad that Britain 
has gone back to being an island, 
in a certain kind of metaphorical 
way,” he said. 

Band mate Saul Davies remained 
less sure of the disaster that others 
have predicted. 

He said: “The effect on touring 
remains to be seen. That’s the 
whole point about change. Change 
brings about difference, difference 
is unknown until you’re in it.” 
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We're not your typical 'la-di-dah' estate 
agents, if you want a more fun and relaxed 
property experience, come and see us at 
our office!! 

We are child/dog friendly, providing your 
child/dog is on a leash for viewings! 

Thank you as always to Barking 
Betty for making Dobie & Foxy 
“Cat Walk Ready" 


r 


K) 


3 





ft* -t-T ** 1 & 



www.sotr.london PC 

Follow us on Twitter: ©sotrlorvdon 
Find us on facebook: SOTRLondon 


« 




201 Garratt Lane, Wandsworth SW18 4DR 
Call us now: 020 8870 8001 
Email us: info@sotr.london 



dkffi-r_)ASA 2 





























18 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


TUESDAY JULY 5 2016 



F ollowing a successful run 
last summer, Bugsy Malone 
has returned to the Lyric, 
Hammersmith - and promises to 
impress audiences with an 
energetic and hugely talented 
young cast, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The production was the first to 
be staged at the west London venue 
after its multi-million pound 
redevelopment and proved such a 
popular addition to the programme 
that producers decided to present 
the exuberant and exhilarating 
musical again and this time with 
even more hilarity thrown into the 
mix. 

Set in 1920s Chicago, the tale of a 
gangland turf war is told with 
mirth and mayhem by three teams 
of youthful scoundrels, who take 
turns to perform Alan Parker’s 
beloved musical. Some of last 
year’s cast have triumphantly 
returned, including Max Gill, as 
Fat Sam, who under the tutorage of 
director Sean Holmes, has matured 
into a formidable comedy 
performer. The young actor leads 
his band of rogues with style and 
his part improvised scene change 
sequence is a stroke of genius. 
Sam’s arch nemesis, the shrewd 
Dandy Dan (played at this 
performance by Alesandro Bonelli), 
brings the cute factor to the dark 
story and raises a giggle with his 
every entrance. 

The spark of attraction between 
Bugsy (Adryan Dorset-Pitt) and 
Blousey (Tabitha Knowles) is 
warmly portrayed and bar room 
beauty Tallulah (Rianna Doris) and 
wannabe hoofer Fizzy (Elliot 
Aubrey) provide the musical 
highlights with some wonderfully 
rich vocals. But it’s the 
breathtaking dance sequences by 
acclaimed choreographer Drew 
McOnie that take this production 
to another level. 

His ability to enhance ensemble 
numbers with fresh, fast and fun 
movement is quite remarkable and 
when coupled with Jon Bausor’s 
ingenious set design and James 
Farncombe’s excellent lighting 
effects, makes this splurge fest is a 
real delight. 

Bugsy’s back and it’s bigger and 
better than ever. 

Bugsy Malone runs at the Lyric, 
Hammersmith until September 4. If 
you would like further details, you 
can visit the website lyric.co.uk 


Bacharach’s hit 
back in London 


BURT Bacharach's hit Broadway 
musical Promises, Promises will 
return to London next year. 

Based on the multi Oscar-winning 
1960 film The Apartment, Promises, 
Promises is about a junior executive 
at an insurance company who sets 
out to climb the corporate ladder by 
allowing his apartment to be used by 
his married superiors for extra marital 
affairs. 

With music by Burt Bacharach, 
lyrics by Hal David and book by Neil 
Simon, Promises, Promises will open 
at Southwark Playhouse in January 
2017. 

The original Broadway production 
of Promises, Promises premiered in 

1968 and ran for 1,281 performances. 
A West End production opened in 

1969 featuring Tony Roberts and 
Betty Buckley. The cast album won 
the Grammy Award for best cast 
recording, and a song from the show, 
I'll Never Fall in Love Again, became a 
hit single for Dionne Warwick. Other 
songs from the musical include the 
title tune, which was another 
international hit for Dionne Warwick, 
I'll Never Fall in Love Again was a U K 
nyumber one hit for Bobbie Gentry, 
and Knowing When To Leave was also 
recorded by Warwick. 

A 2010 Broadway revival starring 
Will & Grace's Sean Hayes and Wicked 
star Kristin Chenoweth, included two 
additional Bacharach-David songs, / 
Say a Little Prayer, a 1967 million¬ 
selling hit written for Dionne 
Warwick, and A House Is Not a 
Home - and they will also be in the 
new London production. 

The cast and creative team are yet 
to be announced, but tickets will go 
general sale on July 13. If you would 
like any further information, you can 
visit the theatre's dedicated 
website: 

southwarkplayhouse.co.uk 

Legends by 
the riverside 


Archie Barnes as Dandy Dan, top, 
main picture, and Dayna Cherry 
Chapman Dixon as Blousey, above, 
in Bugsy Malone at the Lyric 
Hammersmith Pictures: Tristram Kenton 


MUSICAL stars with very special 
guests are set to fill the air this 
week as a riverside festival returns 
for the third year. 

The open-air Greenwich Music 
Time 2016, in the grounds of the 
Old Royal Naval College, kicked off 
last night with a show headlined 
by Croatian classical rock duo 2 
Cellos. 

The six-day festival is to see R&B 
| singer Seal and his special guest 
Morcheeba perform tonight, blues 
virtuoso Joe Bonamassa tomorrow 
night and singer songwriter David 
Gray on Friday. 

On Saturday evening 70s pop 
giants lOcc and special guest New 
Cross born and bred Steve Harley 
are to play while on Sunday 
Grammy-winning Jamie Cullum with 
his guests Andreya Triana and rising 
star jazz musician Jacob Collier are to 
entertain. 

For ticket availability visit 
www.greenwichmusictime.co.uk or 
call 0844 499 9999. 
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BRAND new troupe 
of tanned and toned 
[ tourists are to em¬ 
bark on a trip to the idyllic 
Greek island at the Novello 
Theatre this week, when a 
fresh new cast takes over the 
smash-hit musical MAMMA 
MIA! writes Nicky Sweet- 
land. 

One of the new recruits is 
very familiar with the sand, 
sea and songs however, as 
West End legend Linzi Hate- 
ley returns to the show for 
the third time to play former 
Dynamo, Donna. 

MAMMA MIA! features 
songs by the Swedish super 
group ABBA and is the story 
of a young woman who is 
about to be married. Be¬ 
fore taking her vows, she 
first wishes to discover 
the identity of her father, 
an awkward fact which 
her mother, once good 
time girl Donna, has kept 
secret for over 20 years. 
After inviting the possible 
paternal suitors to the matri¬ 
monial events, confusion en¬ 
sues and results in a fun, 
vibrant and heart warming 
story of love. 

Hateley played Donna, the 
role made famous by Meryl 
Streep in the 2008 film, from 
2007 to 2009 and again briefly 
in 2010. Her illustrious ca¬ 
reer has included stints on 
Broadway and in some of the 
biggest shows in the West 


dSP' 
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mu 


Linzi: fm 
more right 
for this now 
than I was 
then 




Many of us will have heard 
the classics, including Danc¬ 
ing Queen and Knowing Me 
Knowing You, totally mur¬ 
dered by wannabe pop stars 
in the local pub and that’s 
perhaps because the songs 
are much more difficult to 
perform than you might 
think (just ask Pierce Bros- 
nan!). 

Linzi told me: “They are 
much harder to sing in the 
context of MAMMA MIA! the 
musical, because it’s not like 
just standing and singing a 
pop song. There are so many 
emotional issues that are 
going on through the show, 
but also, we are three middle- 
aged women jumping about 
and singing Dancing Queen. 
It becomes a lot more diffi¬ 
cult to breath and jump 
around. Also, everything 
is in quite a high place in 
your voice. The ABBA 
girls obviously had quite a 
high timbre to their sound, 
so it’s taxing and particularly 
for Donna because she goes 
on quite an emotional jour¬ 
ney.” 


The big difference for Linzi 
playing Donna this time 
around is that the bond be¬ 
tween mother and daughter 
is something she has real life 
experience of. Her daughter, 
Meg, is now 17 and just begin¬ 
ning to flourish as a young 
woman, which makes the 
tearjerker Slipping Through 
My Fingers even more heart¬ 
felt. 

“In lots of ways I feel as if 
I’m more right for it now 
than I was then, because I’m 
closer to feeling that sense of 
loss that I’m not needed any¬ 
more,” Linzi says. “It’s much 
more apparent to me now 
than it was when I did it be¬ 
fore.” 

MAMMA MIA! has been 
seen by over 60 million peo¬ 
ple worldwide and continues 
to thrill audiences with its 
sun drenched, feel good story 
and beloved music. 

Linzi said: “For this type of 
musical, I really think it is 
the best of the best. Everyone 
can relate to it and you can’t 
help feeling a lot better than 
when you came in.” 


“I have to say, I was really 
thrilled when they asked me 
to go back. I think they find 
Donnas quite difficult to cast 
because it’s a big vocal, but 
they also want a sort of 
earthiness and obviously 
you have to be of a certain 
age for it to work. I’ve been 
on tour with Barnum for a 
year and I loved doing the 
show, but the touring life is 
pretty hard going, so for me, 
the opportunity to be in 
town for a year is fantastic 
and to be in a show where 
the part is so wonderful.” 

There are few people who 
don’t know the iconic hits 
written by Bjorn Ulvaeus 
and Benny Anderson, with 
favourites like Waterloo and 
Super Trooper often featured 
at discos and karaoke nights. 


Affordable short 

Adult & Community Learning courses 
at Greenwich Community College 

Cmoling now for course at Greenwich Park. Eltham and 


End, including Les Mis- 
erables, Chicago and Mary 
Poppins, but she is perhaps 
best known for portraying 
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the Narrator in Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat alongside Jason 
Donovan at the London Pal¬ 
ladium. 

I caught up with Linzi, 
who was deep into re¬ 
hearsals and had just started 




MC *09011TW 

CORSET MAKING 

19:00 





MCllOOllGP 

EMERGENCY EIAST AID AT WORK 

091S 

1 M-l* 



ART - PORTRAIT MAUd CLASS 

IQrQO 

01-hiHS 



to reapply the obligatory 


pmiHiqp _ 

CERAMICS WORKSHOP 

IOjOO 


fake tan. She told me about 





her excitement at returning 


PMIZlliqp 

HAND PAHITLP GREETING CAPO* 

IOtOO 

5555 

to the show. 




Mcuoniy 


rin*TAO«cr*f*«f* 






PAfPRLATRK hmiaip 


W15 re-fcd-i* 


ammiae 


Aft! POftlft*! MASIift CLASS 








MCOTK1PV 


make a pattern a sew uhgerie ioao i7-*inu 


MCmillGP 


PATCHWORK A QUILTING 


UJQ 


Remember, you can still enrol after a class has started. 
Can't find the Adult & Community Learning Course 
you're looking for? 

Call us on:>2Q7)@CSBQ9JQ | Email us on: 


Greervwi 

College 


BROMLEY 




West End legend Linzi Hateley returns to the show for the 
third time to play Donna Pictures: Brinkhoff & Mogenburg 


MAMMA MIA! - the London cast from 2014 to 2015 
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In the Royal Shakespeare Company's production of Matilda The Musica, Michael Begley plays Mr Wormwood. Inset 
right: Rebecca Thornhill plays Mrs Wormwood Pictures: Manuel Harlan/Helen Maybanks 


Eugenius looks 
set to be a hit 


THE stars were out in force for the 
gala premiere of the new musical 
Eugenius at the London Palladium, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

Celebs including Jane Torvill, Matt 
Cardie, Eric Idle and Samantha 
Womack were invited to the semi 
staged concert version of the new 
show, which proved to be a real hit 
with an enthusiastic audience. 

Producer Warwick Davis will hope 
the buzz created around the evening 
will entice investment into the 
project, which is expected to have a 
West End run as early as next year. 

Written by Ben Adams and Chris 
Wilkins, Eugenius follows the 
fortunes of wannabe comic book 
artist Eugene, who invents an 

inspirational super hero 
called Tough Man. Spurred 
on by his equally socially 
inept sidekicks, the geek- 
' turned-hero realises his 
dreams, wins his 
sweetheart and saves the 
world, accompanied by one 
of the best original 
soundtracks I've heard for 
years. 

Inspired by and set in the 
eighties, the music is catchy, 
but doesn't dwell on the 
cheese too much, which 
means you get the songs in 
your head without them 
being an annoyance. 

Every ounce of humour is 
played upon perfectly by the 
exceptional cast and the 
1980s references are cleverly 
placed throughout. In fact, all 
of those who attended were 
furnished with a demo cassette 
tape to commemorate the 
occasion, which was another 
nice nod to the era. 

Star turns came from Louis 
Maskell (Eugene), Daniel 
Buckley (Ferris) and Amy Lennox 
(Janey), who proved why she is 
one of the most sought-after musical 
comedy performers around. 

Things became a bit pantomime 
when Evil Lord Hector, played by 
Warwick Davis, entered the story and 
I felt it lost its way a bit in act two 
with a definite drop in energy, but 
the auditorium erupted with 
rapturous applause at the finale and 
the showcase has provided a taste of 
what I'm sure will be developed into 
a glorious show. 


Sky’s the limit 


Matilda The Musical * 


ITH Tim 
Minchin’s new 
show, Groundhog 


Day set to open this 
summer at the Old Vic, I 
decided to make a return 
visit to his first 
masterpiece, the musical 
version of Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda, writes Nicky Sweetla 

The Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s grand presentatio 
the classic story is about a 
girl who, when faced with a 
torment and turbulence, disco 
she has some very special powers. 

The multi award-winning 
musical opened in 2011 and offers 
everything you could possibly wish 
for from an evening at the theatre, 
with the heart-warming story told 
through sharp-witted lyrics, 
underlined by an exquisite score 
and coupled with some simply 
stunning staging. 

The spectacle includes the school 
yard depicted with giant swings, a 
towering alphabetised gateway and 
a finale which sees the cast 
shooting across the stage on 
scooters. I must also 
mention the enormous 
chocolate cake which 
Bruce Boggtrotter 
feasts on before your 
eyes and the death- 
defying physical 
education class, which 
involves a near pile-up 
of vaulting 
whipper snapper s. 

The stage is filled 
with a cast of 
miniature masters, 
with Emily-May 
Stephenson, who 

played Matilda on the ___ 
day I attended, giving a 
commanding performance and the 
ultra cool Taha Elemin as Bruce 
Bogtrotter expertly leading the 
rebellion. After battling the 
tyrannous Trunchball at school 
and dealing with her woefully inept 
parents at home, Matilda reminds 
us that even the smallest person 
with a determined fighting spirit 
can triumph over adversity. This 
wonderful adaptation will leave 
you feeling uplifted and ready to 
take on the world. 

Matilda is playing at the 
Cambridge theatre. If you would 
like any further information, you 
can visit the website 
uk.matildathemusical.com 


Barks and Baily see lives and careers at cross purposes 


S AMANTHA Barks and 

Jonathan Baily will star in a 
brand new production of the 
acclaimed musical The Last Five 
Years this autumn. Written by 
Tony award-winning Broadway 
composer Jason Robert Brown, the 
show will play for a strictly limited 
run at the St James Theatre from 
Friday, October 27. 

The Last Five Years is an emo¬ 


tionally powerful and intimate mu¬ 
sical telling the story of Jamie and 
Cathy, two New Yorkers in their 
twenties who fall in and out of love 
over the course of five years. As as¬ 
piring author Jamie gets the book 
deal of his dreams, actress Cathy 
struggles to get work and make 
sense of the way her career has 
turned out. Can a couple once 
united by their dreams stay con¬ 


nected as their paths begin to di¬ 
vide? Known for its unique struc¬ 
ture, The Last Five Years sees their 
stories told in opposite directions; 
Jamie moving forwards and Cathy 
backwards through their relation¬ 
ship, meeting only briefly for a mo¬ 
ment in time as their stories cross. 

Samantha Barks will play Cathy 
and is best known for playing Epo- 
nine in Les Miserables, a role she 


played in the West End, the 25th 
Anniversary Concerts at the 02, 
and in the 2012 film adaptation 
alongside Hugh Jackman, Russell 
Crowe and Eddie Redmayne. 

Jonathan Bailey will play Jamie. 
Jonathan is best known for televi¬ 
sion roles including reporter Oily 
Stevens in ITV’s Broadchurch and 
Leonardo Da Vinci in BBC’s 
Leonardo. 


PAINSTAKINGLY created stunning 
images of "deep sky objects" are being 
shown in a Greenwich gallery. 

An exhibition by Chris Barker of 
images outside our solar system taken 
from his observatory in the Sierra 
Nevada mountains in Spain is being 
hosted by the Ml Fineart Gallery in 
Nelson Road, Greenwich Town Centre. 

His work, featuring surprising 
colours and striking compositions, 
involves painstaking work focusing on 
a nebula or star cluster for in excess of 
30 hours over the course of a month. 

The gallery is open daily and entry 
is free. Visit www.MlFineart.com 
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WineS dine 




and again, well prepared 
and perfectly presented. 

On advice from our 
serving staff we were also 
tempted to Akee and salt 
fish (£7.50), which was a 
beautifully cooked fillet of 
fish with a tangy tomato 
salsa, doubles (which is a 
Caribbean style dumpling, 
£3) and china roti (£3), 
which is a corn based flat- 
bread. 

This was a very meaty 
and wholesome banquet, 
but actually far too much 
food for just two and I 
would advise ordering a 
little less if you would also 
like to try some of their 
desserts. 

We didn’t have room for 
any of the sweet treats but 
did wash our nutritious 
nourishment down with a 
rich and fulsome bottle of 
house red. 

A place to take a break 
from the grey skies and 
the tumultuous treadmill 
of life this summer, I’d say 
that the new Cottons at 
Notting Hill Gate is per¬ 
fect for a special treat, or 
just a relaxing meal with 
friends. 

If you would like any 
further details, you can 
visit the website cottons- 
restaurant.co.uk 


Nicky Sweetland enjoyed a 'meaty and wholesome banquet' at Cottons in Notting Hill 


Our relaxed atmosphere is the perfect place to chill with friends 

* LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY - SATURDAY * 


ARTS 

BEATS 

‘N i 
EATS t 


WINSTON’S CAFE SHOP 

Open 7 days a week 
Closed 3pm Tuesday & Wednesday 
109 Trafalgar Road, Greenwich SE10 9TS 

07936 580 051 


’recipe o, s Enjoy the full 
(and filling) 
island taste 


Lap up the Caribbean lifestyle at Cottons 


Peas, artichokes 
and mint 

Serves four 

I have found frozen prepared 
artichoke bottoms in my local 
Middle Eastern supermarket. I 
must say they are a great 
product and seem unaffected 
by the freezing process. I'm all 
for finding convenience foods 
that you can serve with no 
effort and no one knows the 
difference. Frozen peas are one 
of my favourites, as well as 
these artichokes, and 
combined they make a 
luxurious starter or side dish, or 
even part of a mixture of 
starters. 

Ingredients 

4 frozen globe artichoke 
bottoms, defrosted, quartered 
150g frozen peas or petit pois, 
defrosted 
50g butter 

A handful of mint leaves, torn 

A handful of pea shoots 

(optional), washed 

Salt and freshly ground black 

pepper 


REVIEW Cottons Notting Hill 


Razor clams with bath chaps 
and Dorset garlic scapes 


Method 

Put the artichokes in a pan 
with a good pinch of salt and 
simmer for 3-4 minutes, then 
add the peas and simmer for 
another minute; drain. 

Return to the pan, add the 
butter and mint (and pea 
shoots, if using), season and 
just reheat for a minute and 
serve. 


F OR a perfect taste of 
sunshine this season, 
Cottons in Notting 
Hill is an absolute must. 

Palm trees and ebul¬ 
lient murals adorn the 
walls within this contem¬ 
porary creole oasis, where 
you can sample the very 
best cuisine from the 
Caribbean island para¬ 
dise, writes Nicky Sweet- 
land. 

I took a break from a 
gloomy London Tuesday 
evening to visit the new 
restaurant at Notting Hill 
Gate to sample some de¬ 
lectable delights, the like 
of which I had never had 
the fortune to savour pre¬ 
viously. 

My companion and I 
took our lead from the 
friendly and extremely 
knowledgable waiting 
staff, who chose our menu 
to ensure we tried what 
they deemed to be the 
very best the restaurant 
has to offer. 

We started with barbe¬ 
cue glazed pork belly 
(with rum molasses and 
pickled vegetables, £7) and 
honey and guava glazed 
corn-fed chicken chow (in¬ 
fused with spiced rum, 
£7). Both dishes excel¬ 
lently moulded the sweet 
taste of the sauce with the 
more bitter taste of the 
chargrilled meat and were 
expertly cooked and pre¬ 
sented. 

Next we ordered a veri¬ 
table feast, in order to 
sample as much as we 
could from the vast array 
of exquisite comestibles 
on the menu. We shared a 
Cottons signature meat 
platter, which includes 
jerk marinated and grilled 
pork ribs, lamb chop, 
chicken pieces and herb 


crusted salt beef with 
plantain (£17.50). The plat¬ 
ter was simply exquisite 
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Classified 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Education & Training 



rnmnmxm 


FOR REGISTRATION 



1st July 2016 


07718 
020 
07710 


www.liltlekindersdaynursery.org.uk 
email: confsolutions@yahoo.co.uk 


114-116 Norwood Road, 
London SE24 966 


Accounts & 
Book¬ 
keeping 

Qulified Accountant 

Small home practise 
Low fees 
Prompt service 
0208 677 3675 

Articles for 
Sale 


Packard Bell Computer with 
Windows XP, Pentium 5 
processor, 2GB RAM, 140 GB 
hard drive, flat screen monitor, 
tower case and DVD-RW. 

Tel: 020 7358 0464 


Business 
for Sale 


FOR SALE 

Dry cleaners in 
Bromley BR1 
Good location 
Long lease low rates 
Retirement forces sale 

Call 07940 079 343 

For more information 


Articles Wanted 



Bargain 

Buys 

GUITAR ARIA, handcrafted, 
fine quality, Model AW15, in 
very good condition £70 or n.o. 
BREVILLE chrome deep fill 
sandwich toaster, new in the 
box £15. Tel: 020 7733 1836 & 
07877 818162 

DARK OAK WELSH DRESS¬ 
ER, farmhouse style, splits into 
two, plate shelved top half, two 
drawers, cupboard, approx 6ft 
high, 4ft wide £40. Tel: 020 8363 
2946 

DOUBLE BED with divan and 
mattress, very good condition. 
Buyer collects from Southgate. 
£49. Tel: 07782 215425 or 020 
8882 5998 

SCUBA DIVERS Northern Diver 
DRY SUIT, neoprene rubber, 
med/large, hardly used. Buddy 
Commando BCD REGULATOR. 
£50 each. Tel: 020 8692 8449 

Wii BOARD £50 all fittings and 
instructions, new last 
Christmas. TalkTalkTV Box £30. 
You View Freeview, as new. 
CHILDS SCOOTER only £15. 
Tel: 020 8692 8449 

TOMTOM SATNAV, unwanted 
gift, instructions, boxed £30 
(new car has satnav built-in). 
SPANISH GUITAR £20. Tel: 020 
8692 8449 

HP DESKJET Model 6980 
printer 4 £65. Tel: 020 7720 
9528 (between 5pm and 6pm) 


Bicycles 


BIKES FOR SALE, cheap, 24” 
wheels, gears, only £20 and £25 
each. Raleigh. Tel: 020 8690 
3046 


TRIDENT PROBIKE mountain 
bike for £100. Tel: 020 7720 
9528 (between 5pm and 6pm) 

Caravan & 
Camping 


Static Caravan 
FOR SALE 



Must Sell 
Double glazed and 
hot blow heating. 
Sited on Quiet pitch. 
Shanklin, Isle of Wight 

Only £19,847 

Call Dean on 07764184 355 


Caravan & 
Camping 



Furniture 


TWO ROCKER CHAIRS, fabric 
material, Oatmeal colour, will 
separate, VGC, £35 each ono. 
Tel: 07759 455372 or 020 8366 
7221. Enfield area. 

GENUINE ERCOL ARMCHAIR 

with webs, cushions etc, £60 
ono. Buyer collects, Free park¬ 
ing. Tel: 020 8947 4855 (ask for 
Jim) 

CREAM MASSAGE SWIVEL 
CHAIR, as new. ALSO Brown 
Recliner c/w stool on castors, 
new. Only £60 each. Tel: 020 
7733 0623, Brixton 

NICE TWO DOOR PINE 
WARDROBE, handmade, two 
drawers at bottom, £50 only. 
Tel: 020 8854 3798 

Gardening 

Products 

FLYMO HOVER good condi¬ 
tion, only £15. BOSCH 41 Accu 
cordless hedge trimmer 14.4V, 
hardly used, cost £64.99 will 
accept £25, no offers. Tel: 020 
8690 3046 

HARDY FAN PALM £15. 5ft 

Cordyline £15. Oleander £12. 
Hibiscus £6. Clemetis Almandi 
£10. Lemon Geranium £5. 
Money Plant £10. Can deliver. 
Tel: 020 7228 3956 


Wanted 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP PRNK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOUL... 

LP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 


Gardening 

Products 


GARDEN TUBS, Parisian style, 
large, concrete 19”x19”x2' 2” 
high, on triple dolphin stands 
£25. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Buyer 
collects. 

Toys & 
Games 


SCOOTER, CHILDS, Protrix, 
expensive model, hardly used, 
£15. Can deliver. Tel: 020 8692 
8449 


Photography 




I am a photographer with 
a studio based in 
Loughborough Junction. 


Please view my website for 
further details on services 
offered. 


www. capture-1- 

photography.co.uk 
or alternatively 


contact 
Sheila on 
07450 
048 538 


Home Services 


Architects 


ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN SERVICES 
Residential extensions 
& loft conversions, 
FREE consultation 
EVOLVE DESIGN 
07791 035 254 

evolvepic@gmaiI.com 

www.evolvepic.co.uk 


Artexing & 
Plastering 



| PLASTERING 

Ismail Building Work 

j No job too small! 
| Please call Alan 
1 07597 663 838 


Building 



ESTIMATE ME 

The Complete Building Service 
We estimate we can beat any quote by 20% 
on building the shell & loft extensions. 

New build, Referb, Loft extension, garden walls. 
Patios & drives. Over 35 yrs experience. 

estimatemeuk.com - estimatemeuk@aol.com 
07967326541-02084626186 


Home Services 


Building 

Repairs 


LM 

BRICKWORK 

Repairs & Repointing of 

BUILDINGS & GARDENS WALLS, 
DECORATIVE, BBQ, PORCHES 
& EXTENSIONS BUILT. 

07940 766 588 


I Ace Building & | 
IDecorating Services! 

I Handyman Services, I 

| Electrical, Plastering, | 

| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 

| First Half Hour Service | 

| FREE for OAP g 

I 020 8393 6346 l 
I 07956 230 760 I 

Carpet & 
Upholstery 

CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


Cleaning 


OVEN 

CLEANING 

Professional 
eco friendly oven 
cleaning for people 
who love their ovens 
but don't love 
cleaning them! 
Call 

07404 163 764 

info@ovencool.com 
www. ovencool. com 



Gardening 
(Home Serv) 


ACE 

LANDSCAPE 

WILD GARDEN TAMED 
FENCES NEW REPAIRS 
ALL TREE WORK 
SHEDS AND PAVING 

020 8355 0371 
07881 621 074 


AFFORDABLE LANDSCAPE & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

•FENCING‘PATIOS 
•PAINTING & DECORATING 
•BUILDING WORK 
•GARDEN CLEARANCE 

ALL BUILDING WORK & 
MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 
0800 6226889 
07506 736548 


EXPERIENCED 

GARDENER 

r maintenance at 
and all gardening need: 
Competitive Rates 

J7971 590 4 


Home 

Services 


CLEAN DRIVEWAYS LTD 

Pressure Washer 
Specialist: 

•Paving •Decking 
•Brickwork 
•Stonework 

Telephone number: 

07399 801 659 


Email: 

markobrown24@yahoo.co.uk 


House 

Clearance 


South 

Removals 

Clearance 

Garden/building 
waste, flats, houses, 
offices, fully insured. 
Professional service, 
Same day 

07494 119 611 


X 1 TkT WEEKLY 

London News 



To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
L Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 
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Home Services 


Tel: 020 8768 4939 


Homes 


e-mail: property@slp.co.uk 

www.southlondonpress.co.uk Tel: 020 8768 4939 


Plumbing & Heating 



Roofing & Guttering 


[SEASONS GUTTER 
h CLEANING 


Get your 
gutters ready 
for spring 


Gutter cleaning • UPVC cleaning 

• Moss removal Gutter & Fascia repairs 

• Gutter & Fascia installation 
Fully qualified & insured 

• No job to small 24/7 • Free estimates 

07768 233 015 


D.CORNEILLE ROOFING 
SPECIALIST 

Slating, Tiling, Repairs, > 
Guttering, Flat Roofs, Lead 
Work, Pointing and New Roofs. 
References available 


Fully insured 

07885988727 


ACE ROOFING 


All Roof Repairs Leaks, 
Slate Tiles & Chimneys 
Gutter Cleaning (Guttervac) 
2/3/4 Storey Buildings 
(No Scaffold Required) 

T: 0208355 0371 

aceexteriors@hotmail.co.uk 


PVC Fascias, Soffits & 
Guttering Specialists 
Free Estimates - Good Rates 
Fully Insured 
Part of Age UK 

M: 07881 621 074 

www.aceexteriors.co.uk 


Skip Hire 


ALL AWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


Storage & Removals 


Any Size Load and Distance Anywhere 

MAN, VAN & HANDYMAN 


FULLY INSURED 


AS MANY HANDS AS YOU NEED FOR AN ADDITIONAL £10 PER HOUR PER MAN 


MINIMUM FEE APPLIES TO JOBS 
LESS THAN 2HRS 

We disconnect and reconnect appliances 


STORAGE-HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 


re 


Tel: 02086597373 Mob: 07947994752 
Email: info@storytotell.co.uk Web: storytotell.co.uk 


MR BEE 
REMOVALS 


From £20 per hour 


Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 


020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 
www.mrbeeremovals.com 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 



VAN & 

2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


Roofing & Building 


ESI 

Cromer reg 
roof repairs, 
soffits, facias 
roofs, ; 
Over 

n 

WE 

at roofing , 
roofs, uPVC 
bre glass flat 
ailible. 
snce. 

riMATE J 

istered, GRP fl 
new roofs, flat 
& guttering, fi 
scaffolding avc 
35 yrs experie 

estimatemeuk.com - estimatemeuk@aol.com 
07967326541 -02084626186 


Leisure 


Personal 

Services 


Male Masseur 

Full Body 
Unhurried 
Relaxing Swedish 
Massage 
Fulham 

0782 662 4567 


advertise 
in this 
section, 
please 
call 

020 

8768 

4919 



Car Boot 
Sales 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 

HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERN99N 

1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


Jumble 

Sales 


ST JOHNS 
TABLE TOP 
SALE 

Every Wednesday, 
Friday & Saturday 

Weather permitting 
8am-3pm 

Fulham/North End Road 

Bookings phone: 

Paul 07590 048 511 

www.stjohnstabletop.co.uk 


Property to Let 


ALL FLATS SW16 
STREATHAM COMMON NEAR BR 

First Floor very large self-contained studio flat 
bed/sitting room, very very large kitchen/diner, 
bath/shower separate wc, c/h, suits 
single/couple 

£1000 pcm 

Self-contained single bedroom studio flat. 
Living/kitchen/dining, shower/wc, d/g, c/h. 

ONLY £900 pcm 
CALL 020 3489 4811 



Private 

Landlord 

21 Perry Vale 
Forest Hill, SE23 2NE 
e: dawsonps@realemail.co.uk 
w: dawsonpropertyservices.co.uk 


2 Offices in SE23 
For admin only 

t: 020 8291 9198 


Commercial Property 
Lets 


Workshops / Shops / Offices / 
Studios / Factories / Warehouses / 
Storage, Etc 

To Let throughout London. Suitable for many usages. 
Low rent fixed for three years. 

No Fees, deposits or legal charges. 
Immediate possession. 

Please call 020 8883 9946 or 07710 049 820 
anytime. 

www.clarkepropertyqroup.co.uk 

“London’s Favourite Landlords” 


Conveyancing 


conveyancing 

Costs on registered freehold sales up 
to £500,000 

£495 plus VAT 

NO ADDITIONAL CHARGES FOR INDEMNITY INSURANCE, MORTGAGE 
REDEMPTION, TELEPHONE CALLS OR POSTAGE AND STATIONERY 

Please contact us for details of costs on 
other conveyancing matters 
Ferns Solicitors (established 1989) 

112 Clapham High Street, London SW4 7UJ 
Telephone 020 7498 9537 
email: ferns@Dropertvsolicitors.com 


Property Wanted 


CASH 

BUYER 

• LAND • HOUSES • FLATS 


I CAN BUY TODAY 
ANYTHING CONSIDERED 


I WILL BUY PERSONALLY 
SO CALL NOW FOR A 
DISCREET PERSONAL SERVICE 


020 8224 7012 
07967 460 001 



LETTINGS 8% 


★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



^k^k^k^k^k^k^k^k^k^k^k^k 


* 

* 


SALES 1 % 


* 

* 

* 

* 


★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


CHARLES FRANCES 

PROPERTIES LTD 



VENDORS LANDLORDS TENANTS 

Is moving home giving you a headache? 

We know that moving can be very stressful. 

If you are considering moving, then let us help take the stress away. 


BUYING | SELLING | LETTING | RENTING 


WE HAVE THE REMEDY 
For advice and a FREE MARKET VALUATION, 

Contact your local office at: 

14 Basil Street, Knightsbridge, London SW3 1AJ 

T: 0203 402 4720 / 4721 
M: 0777 122 3370 

E: contact@charlesfrances.com 

Web: www.charlesfrances.com 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 

0208 768 4919 QQ 0208 776 8863 

Email: 

candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Cost 

effective 

advertising 

that 

produces 

results 



Learning Ladders 
Early Years 

We are looking for experienced and motivated 
full time practitioners to join us at our Centre close 
to Battersea Park. 

Our centre is extremely busy and therefore requires 
someone who is organised and can communicate well 
with the team. You must also have an in depth 
knowledge of the EYFS and child development and 
understand the importance of child-initiated planning. 
It's an excellent opportunity to progress in your 
childcare career, whether you are starting out as a 
newly qualified, or if you are looking for further 
development and promotion. 

If you have the passion for childcare 
then look no further! 

Excellent rates of pay £8.87 for level 2 
and £10.24 for level 3. 

Position is subject to references and DBS. 
Closing date - 8th July 2016 
Contact - 0207 622 9300 or 
learningladders34@btconnect.com for an 
application form 


Best for 
News, 
Sport, 
Jobs, 
Cars, 
Homes 
YOUR 
local 

newspaper 


DAY 


AGGREGATES 


Day Aggregates is one of the most 
successful suppliers of primary and 
recycled materials to the construction 
industry in the South East. The business 
operates 16 sites across Kent, Sussex, 
Surrey, London, Hampshire and Dorset. 

We are now recruiting for LGV 
drivers to be based at our 
Greenwich Depot reporting to 
the Fleet Manager. 

Key responsibilities include the completion 
of daily vehicle checks, ensuring safe and 
timely deliveries to our customers and they 
will be good ambassadors for the 
company both on the road and on site. 

The successful candidates must be 
eligible to work in the UK, hold a 
C or C + E licence and have a minimum 
2 years driving experience. They should 
also be reliable, able to prioritise their work 
load and have a methodical approach. 

Hours are 55 per week, Monday to 
Saturday. 

Basic salary plus productivity bonus. 

5% non contributory pension and annual 
bonus. 

To apply please send your CV with a 
covering letter to HR@davqroup.co.uk . 
Alternatively please go to our website 
www.dayqroup.co.uk and download the 
LGV Driver Application Form. 


Alton & Co. (Chartered Accountants) SE I I 

Require a 

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER 

(Flexible Hours) 

Candidate must have experienced in Sage Line 50 and Excel. They 
should also have excellent organisational skills and a good 
telephone manner and be able to prioritise tasks effectively in a 
busy working environment. 

The position would suit an experienced bookkeeper looking for the 
opportunity to work in a friendly, dynamic environment and help a 
growing business in its further development. 

Salary will be in accordance with the appointee's experience. 

The position is available now so please send your CV 

to: info@alton.co.uk . 


•• ••/ 
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WOODMANSTERNE 

•MwioAiiavMniMK- 

PA to Executive Headteacher 

and Head of School (Primary & Children's Centre) 

NJC Scale 5, spine points 22-25: £23,895 to £25,875 pro rata, per annum 
35 hours a week (Monday to Friday 8.30am - 4pm), term time 
plus 5 days during school holidays 


We are looking to recruit an outstanding and experienced 
Personal Assistant to join our successful team from September 2016. 
We are looking for an energetic, reliable, flexible person who is able 
to work on their own initiative to join our team of hard working 
and committed staff. 

You must have: 

• Outstanding people skills 

• Experience of working in a busy office environment 

• Experience of organising meetings and accurate minute taking 

• Good knowledge of IT systems, including Microsoft office 

• High level of literacy and numeracy 

• Excellent and meticulous organisational skills 

You can find out more about our school and the post by visiting 
our website www.woodmansterne.london where you can find 
additional, essential information in the applicant pack. 

Shortlisted candidates will be invited for a school tour. 

Closing Date: Friday 15th July 2016 at 9am 
Interviews: Wednesday 20th July 

Successful candidates will be asked to apply for an Enhanced Disclosure 
and Barring Service check. Applicants will also be required to declare that 
neither they nor anyone who lives in the same household is a disqualified 
person under the Childcare (Disqualification) Regulations 2009. 

Further information can be found at www.gov.uk 


www.woodmansterne.london Lambeth 
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Public Notices 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION MADE 
UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 

Notice is given that Medagio Limitedh has applied to the London 
Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham for A PREMISES 
LICENCE for the premises at: UNIT A354, 71 TOWNMEAD 
ROAD, FULHAM, SW6 2ST known as: BIG YELLOW 
BUSINESS STORAGE for the following licensable activities to 
be carried on, on or off the premises: OFF PREMISES SUPPLY 
OF ALCOHOL 

Anyone wishing to make a representation about this application 
must give notice in writing specifying the grounds of 
representation to FAO: London Borough Hammersmith & Fulham 
Licensing Team, PO Box 66532, London W8 9GJ or 
licensing@lbhf.gov.uk TO BE RECEIVED 26 July 2016 (NOT to 
be less than 28 DAYS FROM DATE APPLICATION 
RECEIVED BY LICENSING AUTHORITY) 

A record of the application may be inspected at 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/licensing or by appointment (020 8753 1081) 
LBHF„ Environment Department Reception, 1st Floor, Town Hall 
Extension, King Street, Hammersmith, London, W6 9JU. 

Persons making representations will be invited to attend a public 
hearing before a Licensing Sub Committee of the Council. 

It is an offence liable on conviction to a fine up to Level 5 on the 
standard scale under Section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003 to 
knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in connection with 
this application. 


Best for 
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Sport, 
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Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

THE GLA ROADS (LONDON BOROUGHS OF HAMMERSMITH AND 

FULHAM, LEWISHAM, MERTON, WANDSWORTH, ROYAL 

BOROUGHS OF GREENWICH, KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA AND 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER) (SPEED LIMITS) ORDER 2016 

1. Transport for London, hereby gives notice that it intends to make the 
above named Orders under sections 83 and 84 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984. 

2. The general effect of the Orders will be to simplify on-street 
anomalies. 

3. The roads that will be affected by the Orders are in the Schedules to 
the Orders. 

4. Copies of the Orders and a statement of Transport for Londons 
reason for the proposal can be inspected during normal office hours 
at the offices of: 


• Transport for London 
Streets Traffic Order Team 
(RSM/PI/STOT) 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, 
London, SEI 8NJ 


• Tim Jackson 
Assistant Director 
Strategic Transportation 
The Royal Borough of 
Greenwich 

5th Floor, The Woolwich Centre 
35 Wellington Street, 

Woolwich 
London SEI8 6HQ 


• Christiaan Uys 

Principal Traffic Orders Officer 
London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham 
Environment Department 
5th floor, Town Hall Extension 
King Street, London W9 9JU 

• Amanda Jones 

Principal Traffic Order Maker 
WSPUK, I Oth Floor South 
Westminster City Hall 
64 Victoria Street 
London SWIE6QP 


• Reference Library 
Lewisham Central Library 
199-201 Lewisham High 
Street 

London SEI3 6LG 


• Mrs Laura Heaton 
Programme Management Officer 
Traffic and Transportation Policy 
Service 

Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea 

Room I 14, Council Offices 
37 Pembroke Road 
London W8 6PW 


• Mr Tommy Murphy, for Head of 
Street Scene and Waste Traffic 
Order Writer 

Network improvement and 
Renewal 

London Borough of Merton 
Merton Civic Centre, London 
Road, 

Morden, Surrey SM4 5DX 


• Mr Peter Clark 

London Borough of Wandsworth 
The Town Hall 
Wandsworth High Street 
London, SW18 2PU 


5. All objections and other representations to the proposed Orders 
must be made in writing and must specify the grounds on which they 
are made. Objections and representations must be sent to Transport 
for London, Streets Traffic Order Team, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, 
London, SE I 8NJ quoting reference RSM/PI/STOT/TRO- 
GLA/20 16/0385 - 0408 & 0425, to arrive before 29th July 2016. 
Objections and other representations may be communicated to other 
persons who may be affected. 

Dated this 8th day of July 2016 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager 
Road Space Management - Operations 
Transport for London 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 8NJ 


MAYOR OF LONDON 
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Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

THE A202 GLA ROAD SIDE ROAD (UPPER TACHBROOK STREET, 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER) PRESCRIBED ROUTE EXPERIMENTAL 

TRAFFIC ORDER 2016 

THE A3214 GLA ROAD (BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD, CITY OF 

WESTMINSTER) BANNED TURN EXPERIMENTAL 

TRAFFIC ORDER 2016 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that on I st July 2016 it 
made the above named Experimental Orders under sections 9 and 
10 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. The Orders will come 
into force on 13th July 20 16 and may remain in force for up to 18 
months. 

2. The roads affected by the Orders are Upper Tachbrook Street and 
A32 14 Buckingham Palace Road. 

3. The general nature and effect of the Orders are to: 

(1) prohibit any vehicle except pedal cycles to proceed in any 
direction except south-eastwards on Upper Tachbrook Street 
between its junction with A202 Vauxhall Bridge Road and 
Longmoore Street in the City of Westminster; 

(2) permit taxis to turn left from A32 14 Buckingham Palace Road 
into Terminus Place in the City of Westminster each night 
between Midnight and 4:00 AM and local buses at any time. 

4. Where it appears necessary for certain purposes, Transport for 
London or any person authorised by them may modify or suspend 
the Orders or any provisions in them, while the Orders are in force. 

5. In due course Transport for London will be considering whether or 
not the provisions of the Orders should be continued in force 
indefinitely. Within the period of six months from the coming into 
force of the Orders or if the Orders are subsequently varied by 
another Orders or modified, from the coming into force of that 
variation or modification (whichever is the latest), any person may 
object to the making of an Orders to continue indefinitely those 
provisions, Any such objection should be made in writing, giving the 
grounds on which it is made, and sent to Transport for London, 
Streets Traffic Order Team, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, 


SE I 8NJ quoting reference RSM/PI/STOT/TRO, GLA/2016/0415&6. 
Any objection may be communicated to other persons who may be 
affected. 

A copy of the Orders, a statement of Transport for London's 
reasons for the proposals and for proceeding by way of experiment, 
a map indicating the location and effect of the Orders and copies of 
any Order revoked suspended or varied by the Orders can be 
inspected during normal office hours at the offices of: 

• Transport for London • WSP 

Streets Traffic Order Team Parsons Brinckerhoff 

(RSM/PI/STOT) I Oth Floor 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road Westminster City Hall 
London, SEI 8NJ 64 Victoria Street, London SW IE 6QP 

The documents referred to in paragraph 6 will be available for 
inspection during the period within which objection can be made in 
accordance with paragraph 5 above. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order or of any 
of its provisions on the grounds that they are not within the 
relevant powers conferred by the Act or that any requirement of the 
Act has not been complied with, that person may, within six weeks 
from the date on which the Orders are made, make application for 
the purpose to the High Court. 


Dated this 5th day of July 2016 


Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager 

Road Space Management - Operations, Transport for London 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SEI 8NJ 
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Tel: 020 8768 4939 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(STUDLAND STREET) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate utility repair works to be 
carried out in the above named road; it intends to make an Order the 
effect of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above 
named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, 
load or unload in a section of Studland Street between its junctions 
with King Street and Felgate Mews. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via King 
Street, Goldhawk Road and Paddenswick Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 26th July 2016 and would 
be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 26th July 2016 
and last for 1 day. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 30th day June of 2016. 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


Local Planning 
ApplicationsLondon Borough 
of Hammersmith & Fulham 
PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 
1990 

I give notice that applications 
have been made to the 
Council of the London 
Borough of Hammersmith & 
Fulham as follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
12 Bentworth Road London 
W12 7AL 2016/02804/FR3 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension. 

44 Sherbrooke Road London 
SW6 7HU 2016/02839/FUL 

Change of use of basement and 
ground floor level from light 
industrial use (Class B1) into a two 
bedroom self-contained flat (Class 
C3); alterations to existing 
shopfront to include installation of 
new windows to replace the 
existing doors; partial demolition of 
the single storey back addition to 
form a new courtyard with new 
window and door openings. 

1 Hamlet Gardens London 

W6 OTP 2016/02756/FUL 

Erection of a single storey 
outbuilding in the rear and side 
garden to provide 36 sqm of A2 
(financial and professional 
services) floor space following the 
removal of existing posts and gate; 
installation of new gate in line with 
the proposed outbuilding and 
existing main building; formation of 
a bin store and cycle parking at the 
rear of the outbuilding. 

2 Caxton Road London 

W12 8AJ 2016/02898/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level in connection with the 
conversion of the second and third 
floor level into 1 x 4 bedroom self- 
contained flat. 

149 Sulgrave Road London 
W6 7PX 2016/02732/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of 3no rooflights in the 
front roofslope; alterations to the 
roof of back addition to 
incorporate a flat roof and the 
erection of privacy screen around 
the flat roof at second floor level in 
connection with its use as a 
terrace; erection of a single storey 
rear extension at lower ground 
level; erection of rear external 
staircase; conversion of the 
existing dwellinghouse into 2 x two 
bedroom self-contained flats; 
associated external alterations. 

Car Park Adjacent To 17-18 
Southcombe Street London 

2016/02847/FUL 
Erection of railings on top of the 
existing brick wall, 2no posts to 
both sides of the brick wall and 
installation of an automatic vehicle 
entrance gate to the front entrance 
of the car park. 

1 Queen Caroline Street 
London W6 9HQ 

2016/02852/FUL 
Relocation of existing Satellite, 
Aerial installation and equipment 
from 255 Hammersmith Road to 
the 6th floor roof of 1 Queen 
Caroline Street, with associated 
concrete mountable pads for the 
satellites and aerials and erection 
safety metal handrail. 

69 Harbord Street London 
SW6 6PL 2016/02459/FUL 
Replacement of existing French 
doors with enlarged French doors 
and the erection of frosted glass 
screen around the flat roof at first 
floor level to the rear elevation, in 
connection with its use as a 
terrace. 

Flat A First Floor 
22 Queensmill Road London 
SW6 6JS 2016/02685/FUL 

Erection of a front roof extension; 
erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, on top of 
existing back addition; 
enlargement of existing window to 
the rear elevation at first floor level. 
Flat 2 Ground Floor 214 
Hammersmith Grove London 
W6 7HG 2016/02718/FUL 

Installation of two additional 
windows in rear elevation at 
ground floor level; replace existing 
window in rear elevation at ground 


39 Hestercombe Avenue 
London SW6 5LL 

2016/02862/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height; erection of a single storey 
rear extension, to the side and rear 
of the existing back addition; 
excavation of the front and rear 
garden to form lightwells in 
connection with the enlargement 
of the existing basement; erection 
of an external staircase from 
basement to ground floor level at 
the rear of the property. 

8 Musgrave Crescent London 
SW6 4PT 2016/02866/FUL 

Replacement of the existing side 
and front elevation window with 
new windows at basement level; 
replacement of handrail on 
external steps at front of the 
property; replacement of 
hardstanding to front of basement 
access with stone slabs. 

31A North End House And 
The Lodge 93A North End 
House Fitzjames Avenue 
London 2016/02755/FUL 
Demolition of existing porter's 
lodge; change of use of existing 
residential unit (unit 93A) from C3 
use to an estate office (Class B1) 
and porter's lodge together with 
the installation of a new door and 
window; change of use of existing 
estate office (unit 31 A) from Class 
B1 into a two bedroom self- 
contained flat (Class C3) together 
with the installation of a new 
window to replace the existing 
door and window to the western 
elevation. 

63 Munster Road London 
SW6 5RE 2016/02761/FUL 

Demolition of existing 
dwellinghouse and erection of a 
replacement part one, part two 
and part three storey plus- 
basement building to provide 4 x 
two bedroom self-contained flats; 
formation of roof terraces at first 
and second floor levels; erection of 
an external staircase from 
basement to ground floor level at 
the rear of the building fronting 
Hestercombe Avenue; formation of 
bin stores and cycle parking 
fronting Munster Road elevation 
and erection of a boundary wall 
with railings on top fronting 
Hestercombe Avenue; associated 
landscaping. 

21 Burlington Road London 
SW6 4NP 2016/02916/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at first 
floor level, over part of the existing 
back addition. 

61 Chesson Road London 
W14 9QS 2016/02597/FUL 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension, to the side and rear of 
the existing back addition; 
conversion of the existing 
dwellinghouse into 1 x two 
bedroom and 1 x three bedroom 
self-contained flats. 

1 Montrose Villas 
Hammersmith Terrace 
London W6 9TT 

2016/02831/FUL 
Erection of a ground floor 
extension within side passage; 
erection of a single storey ground 
floor rear extension to the side of 
the existing back addition; and 
replacement of the existing part 
glazed pitched roof over the first 
floor side extension with a flat roof. 
Flat First Floor 12 Langthorne 
Street London SW6 6JY 

2016/02884/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level over part of the 
existing back addition; erection of 
privacy screens around the 
remaining part of the flat roof at 
second floor level to the rear 
elevation in connection with its use 
as a terrace; installation of two 
new rooflights to replace the 
existing rooflights in the front 
roofslope; installation of a new 
window to replace the existing 
window in the rear roofslope. 
Ealing Hammersmith And 
West London College 
Gliddon Road London 
W14 9BL 2016/02622/ADV 

Display of vinyl graphics signages 
to various parts of the site (2no to 
south eastern elevation, Ino to 
south east corner elevation, 1 no to 
south western elevation and 1 no to 
high level wall on south eastern 
elevation of the building). 

72 Rannoch Road London 


h&f-' 

putting residents first 


the existing back addition; 
increasing the height of the single 
storey back addition; bricking up 
of existing gate and installation of 
a new gate to the side boundary 
wall fronting Nella Street; 
demolition of the existing garage 
and erection of a replacement 
single storey outbuilding to use as 
a bike store in the rear garden. 

1 Bramble Gardens London 
W12 0TF 2016/02859/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT 

(DEMOLITION WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 
1 Montrose Villas 
Hammersmith Terrace 
London W6 9TT 

2016/02831/FUL 
Erection of a ground floor 
extension within side passage; 
erection of a single storey ground 
floor rear extension to the side of 
the existing back addition; and 
replacement of the existing part 
glazed pitched roof over the first 
floor side extension with a flat roof. 
Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 25th 
July 2016. See below for ways of 
commenting on applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 Elsinore 
House 77 Fulham Palace 
Road London W6 8JA 

2016/02857/FUL 
I give notice that Fulham Palace 
Investment Ltd is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission 
to carry out the following 
development: Installation of public 
artwork through minor alterations 
to external facades of the building. 
51 Whittingstall Road London 
SW6 4EA 

2016/02775/VAR 

I give notice that Mr ALDO 
Attanasio d'Aponte is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission 
to carry out the following 
development: Variation of 
condition 2 of planning permission 
ref: 2015/02446/FUL granted 29th 
July 2015 to allow the enlargement 
of front part of the basement and 
amendments basement floor 
structure. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 

25th July 2016. See below for 
ways of commenting on 
applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 

Executive Director for Transport 
and Technical Services 
on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their 
progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning . 

Click on the ‘Planning Online’ logo 
on the Planning Home Page.You 
can also E-mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.qov.uk 

You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at 
our office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH 
TOWN HALL EXTENSION 
KING STREET W6 between 
9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to 
Friday, excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments on 
applications please E-mail them 
through our website or post them 
to DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL 
KING STREET W6 9JU by the 
date shown above. Please include 
the application reference number 
and the name of the planning 
officer. We will try to consider any 
representations received after the 
date indicated but this cannot be 
guaranteed so please reply 
promptly. For initial enquiries call 
our information and reception 
service on 020 8753 1081 or 
020 8753 1082. 


lbhf.gov.uk/ 


floor level with bi folding doors and W6 9SP 2016/02854/FUL 
erection of a glass balcony and Erection of a single storey rear 
obscured glass screening. extension, to the side and rear of 


planning 

Online 

Send us your comments about 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 


planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 
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LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


sport 


R’s sting Bees for Bidwell 


B RENTFORD finished three places 
and five points above Queens Park 
Rangers in the Championship last 
season - but Jake Bidwell has still chosen to 
leave Griffin Park and sign for their west 
London rivals. 


The undisclosed fee is 
believed to be in the 
region of £1.3million, 
possibly rising to £2.3m. 

Bidwell, 23, has 
signed a three-year deal 
at Loftus Road, and 
Everton will benefit 
from their sell-on clause 
which was put in place 
in 2013 when the 
defender joined 
Brentford. 

In another move aimed 
at balancing the books 
in W12, Leroy Fer was 
poised to return to the 
Premier League in a 
reported £4.75m transfer 
to Swansea City as 
LWN went to press. 

The 26-year-old Dutch 
international ended last 
season on loan to 
Swansea, where he 
made nine appearances. 

It’s a case of Rangers 
cutting their losses on a 
player who had one year 


left on his contract but 
struggled to justify the 
£8m they paid Norwich 
City for him in August 
2014. 

He was part of the 
Rangers side relegated 
from the Premier 
League in 2014-15, 
having also faced the 
drop with Norwich in 
the previous campaign. 

Brentford boss Dean 
Smith revealed that his 
club had been trying to 
persuade Bidwell to sign 
a new contract - due to 
expire this time next 
year - but without 
success. In the end, Bees 
reluctantly decided to 
accept Rangers’ offer 
and cash in on their 
skipper, rather than 
block the move and see 
him leave for nothing 
next summer. 

The sale of Bidwell 
has angered Brentford 


supporters. He was made 
club captain at the age of 
21 and led them to the 
Championship play-offs 
at the end of the 2014-15 
season, his first wearing 
the armband. 

He is just the type of 
player QPR need during 
this difficult transitional 
period in the club’s 
chequered history. He’s 
young, hungry, English 
and with potential sell-on 
value, unlike too many in 
recent seasons who came 
on expensive deals but 
failed to deliver. 

Bidwell might have 
only made a single senior 
appearance for Everton 
but it wrote his name into 
the record books. Aged 
16 years and 271 days, 
the Southport-born 
defender became Toffees’ 
youngest ever player in 
Europe when he started 
in their Europa League 
tie against BATE Borisov 
in December 2009. 

Good time 

“I just felt now was a 
good time for me to 
move on from Brentford 
- and QPR felt like the 
right fit,” Bidwell said. 

“When I spoke to 
Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink and Les 
Ferdinand about football, 
we were on the same 
wavelength straight 
away. 

“Now it’s down to me 
to repay the faith of them 
both and show the QPR 
fans what I can do for the 
club.” 

He added: “I feel I can 
go on and improve as a 
player here and take my 
game to the next level, so 
that’s something I’m 
excited about. 

“I’m just looking 
forward to getting going, 
meeting everyone and 
cracking on with it.” 

Bidwell will replace the 
ageing Paul Konchesky 
at left-back. 

Hasselbaink said of his 
latest addition: “Jake’s a 
player we’ve been 
tracking for a while, so 
we’re delighted we’ve 



■ QPR have cut their losses on Leroy Fer 
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got it to the stage where 
he’s now a QPR player. 

“I think this is a real 
statement for us in terms 
of attracting a really 
solid, dependable 
Championship player, 
who had his pick of 
other clubs at this level. 

“There was a lot of 
interest in him from 
elsewhere and the fact 
he has chosen to join us 
speaks volumes of what 
we are trying to do here. 

“When we spoke 
about what we are 
looking to do at QPR, he 
instantly bought into our 
philosophy.” 

Hasselbaink added: “I 
want my defenders to 
defend first and 
foremost, but I always 
want them to go both 
ways and Jake certainly 
does that. 

“He’s already a very 
solid and experienced 
defender but I firmly 
believe he can keep 
improving and I’m 
confident he will grow 
as a player here. 

“We’ve now got 
decent competition at 
left-back, and it will be 
a good battle for the 
shirt between Jake and 
Jack (Robinson). 

Bidwell becomes 
QPR’s third signing of 
the summer following 
the arrivals of Polish 
international Ariel 
Borysiuk and Joel 
Lynch. Widely-regarded 
as one of the most 
consistent centre-backs 
in the Championship 
with Huddersfield Town 
last term, the 28 year- 
old Lynch has agreed a 
three-year deal at Loftus 
Road. 

Lynch, who has one 
Welsh international cap 
to his name, moves to 
W12 after Rangers 
agreed an undisclosed 
fee with Huddersfield 


for his services. 

Hasselbaink has 
welcomed the arrival of 
the left-sided centre- 
half, commenting: “He’s 
a high calibre centre- 
half at this level and 
offers us something a 
little bit different to the 
other central defenders 
we’ve already got. 

“He’s left-sided, which 
will give us better 
balance, and has that 
ability to bring the ball 
out from the back and 
play, which will 
hopefully allow us to 
control the game from a 
deeper position.” 

■ GOALS from 
Olamide Shodipo and 
a Jay Emmanuel- 
Thomas brace were 
enough to give 
Rangers a 3-2 win in 
their opening pre¬ 
season friendly at 
Aldershot last Friday. 

QPR made 11 changes 
at half-time, enabling 22 
players to get 45 
minutes of action under 
their belts. 

■ QPR’s opening two 
Championship away 
fixtures have been 
rearranged. 

The visit to Cardiff 
City, initially scheduled 
for Saturday, August 13, 
will now take place a 
day later (3.00pm) 
owing to Bluebirds’ 
League Cup, first round 
tie being selected for 
live TV coverage a few 
days earlier on the 
Thursday night. 

As a result of the 
above change, R’s 
midweek fixture against 
Barnsley - previously 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
August 16 - has also 
been moved back 24 
hours (7.45pm). 


Hoists run ended 

• RUGBY LEAGUE 


■ HAMMERSMITH Hills Hoists 
suffered their first defeat of the 
season against local rivals Wests 
Warriors on Saturday. 

Hoists put in a lack-lustre 
performance, with a couple of key 
players unavailable for selection. 

The opposition turned up to the 
game fired up and the deadlock was 
broken with an intercept try, when a 
poor pass was gathered and returned 
40 metres under the posts. 

Wests capitalised on Hoists’ lack of 
rhythm with another interception try 


after a knock-on early in the tackle 
count to race into an early lead. 

Hoists rallied and scored late in the 
first half to cut the deficit and restore 
confidence. 

However, despite promising signs, 
they couldn’t maintain the pressure in 
the second-half and Warriors took 
control. Although the green-and golds 
scored a couple of late consolation 
tries, it was too little too late to 
change the result. 

Hoists next game is away at 
Medway Dragons. 


FULHAM continued from back page 

■ ANOTHER departure from west London sees 34-year- 
old former Dutch international goalkeeper Maarten 
Stekelenburg join Everton on a permanent deal for an 
undisclosed fee. 

■ THERE are already a couple of quick revisions to 
Fulham's 2016-17 fixture list published in LWN last 
week. The local derby against Queens Park Rangers at 
Craven Cottage on Saturday, October 1 will now kick¬ 
off at the earlier time of 12.45pm. 

Whites' meeting with Reading at the Madejski 
Stadium, originally scheduled for New Year's Eve, will 
now take place a day earlier on Friday, December 30 
(8.00pm). 

Their Easter weekend game at Norwich City, originally 
scheduled for Saturday, April 15, will now be played the 
day before, on Good Friday (3.00pm). 

Fulham will face Crystal Palace in a pre-season 
friendly at Craven Cottage on Saturday, July 30 
(3.00pm). 



■ PAUL Stirling top-scored in defeat at Hove Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 

Gubbins at the double 


• COUNTY CRICKET ROUND-UP 


■ NICK Gubbins stole the show for 
Middlesex in their County 
Championship draw with league 
leaders Lancashire at Lord's. 

Opener Gubbins defied a back niggle 
to hit an undefeated 201 - his maiden 
double century - as the hosts reached 
419-5 in their first innings, in response 
to Lancs'513 all-out. 

Gubbins'struck three sixes and 23 
fours in a 329-ball innings lasting 444 
minutes. 

He told www.middlesexccc.com: "It's 
all a bit of a blur. I saw the rain coming 
and then when I realised I was on 196, 

I saw a short ball and managed to get it 
away." 

Maiden century 

However, his brilliant performance 
should not overshadow an excellent 
display from his friend and fellow 
youngster Steven Eskinazi whose 106 
marked his maiden century. 

"It's surreal,"said Eskinazi."To be out 


there with one of my best mates in 
'Gubbo', and to see him do something 
as special as what he did, was great. 

"He kept me grounded and pushed 
me through when I was struggling a 
little bit. 

"To be able to contribute to the first 
team and show that I can put in a good 
performance was very pleasing." 

It was undefeated Middlesex's 
seventh draw in eight CC1 matches this 
season. 

On Friday, Gubbins dropped down 
the batting order to No.6 and 
contributed 32 runs in a disappointing 
Middlesex total of 146 all-out in their 
T20 Blast match against Sussex at 
Hove. 

Paul Stirling top-scored with a free- 
flowing 52, including 10 boundaries, 
off 24 balls. 

Sussex easily surpassed the visitors' 
meagre total in 18.2 overs for the loss 
of only three wickets. 


Meaker rewarded 


■ BOWLER Stuart Meaker has 
signed a new two-year contract with 
Surrey. The 27-year-old has 
progressed through the academy at 
the club and has taken 14 wickets in 
the County Championship so far this 
season. 

"I am very happy to have signed a 
new contract," Meaker said. "It has been 
a tough couple of years for me with 
injuries but I have worked really hard 
for this contract and I am delighted to 
get it." 

Director of cricket Alec Stewart 
added: "The last 18 months have been 
difficult for Stuart but he has returned 
to the side in recent weeks and shown 
us what he's capable of. 


"He is committed to performing for 
Surrey and I am very happy that he has 
signed this new contract." 

■ SURREY are lining up bids for 
Durham all-rounder Scott Borthwick 
and opener Mark Stoneman. 

The pair will both be out of contract 
at The Riverside at the end of this 
season, and Surrey have issued a 28- 
day notice to speak with the players. 

Stoneman, 29, and Borthwick, 26, 
both topped 1,000 first-class runs in 
2015 and Borthwick has been tipped 
for an England Test recall this summer. 

It is understood both players have 
been offered new contracts by 
Durham. 
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Bats man to 



the rescue 


FLOP Falcao has been offloaded by Chelsea Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


R ESHAPING Chelsea’s misfiring 
attack has led them to take a hefty 
punt on Belgium striker Michy 
Batshuayi, who was signed at the 
weekend for the thick end of £33million 
from Marseille on a five-year contract. 

So what will Blues fans expect to see from the 22- 
year-old? 

Most will hope that he follows in the footsteps of 
club legend Didier Drogba and becomes one of SW6’s 
most loved hitmen. 

Like Drogba, Batshuayi is fast and powerful, an all¬ 
round forward who is equally happy to hold the ball 
up and link with midfield support as he is zipping past 
defenders to slot the ball home. 

Batshuayi netted in Belgium’s last-16 win over 
Hungary at Euro 2016 and also came on in their 
quarter-final exit to Wales last week. 

He announced himself on Twitter on Sunday with the 
words: “Thank Youuuuuu. It feels good to be here (my 
English is bad . . . Sorry).” 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

It must have improved rapidly, as he very quickly 
added: “I am delighted to sign for one of the biggest 
clubs in Europe and embark on the next chapter in my 
career. I hope I can help Chelsea win many trophies 
during my time at Stamford Bridge. 

“Eden Hazard and Thibaut Courtois have told me 
many good things about the club and with Antonio 
Conte coming in, it’s an exciting time to become a 
Chelsea player. 

Fantastic opportunity 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for myself and my 
family. I am looking forward to playing in the Premier 
League for the Blues next season.” 

Brussels-born Batshuayi’s first club was Standard 
Liege, where he made his debut aged 18, in 2011. 

Next port of call was in France to play for Marseille 
in 2014. Last season he hit 24 goals to make him one 


of the most sought-after 
young strikers in Europe, 
putting him very much on 
Chelsea’s radar as their 
own strike force of Diego 
Costa, Loic Remy, Falcao 
and Pato disintegrated as 
the miserable season 
unfolded. 

The national team then came calling for Batshuayi hopeless season’s loan at Manchester United. He went 
and he hit the back of the net in a 5-0 drubbing of out with the squad to the pre-season tour of the US and 



This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


Cyprus in a Euro 2016 qualifier in March 2015. 

The signing of Batshuayi - who will wear the 
number 23 shirt - could be seen as a direct 
replacement for Diego Costa, but the strategy is to 
have the Belgian as back-up to their first choice striker, 
at least for next season. Chelsea are desperate to hang 
on to Costa, who is equally keen on a return to Spain 
with Atletico Madrid. 

Meanwhile, Chelsea got rid of some dead wood last 


scored with a diving header in the second Premiei 
League game of the season against Crystal Palace. 

And that was just about it for the Colombian - a run¬ 
out at Swansea late on would be his last appearance. 

Pato came from Corinthians in January and was so 
unfit that he did not make his bow until April against 
Aston Villa. The Brazilian scored on his debut at Villa 
Park but did precious little else. 

Amelia? Well, I suppose the time spent sitting 


week. So-called strikers Falcao and Pato were sent around never donning his gloves in anger was spent 
packing at the end of their disastrous loan deals and productively - perhaps he was sightseeing. 


third-choice goalkeeper, Italian Marco Amelia, went 
the same way. 


While the forward area seems to be given due 
attention, Blues are still keen to land a suitable centre- 


For those Chelsea fans unsure of the contribution of back. 


Falcao and Pato, the following may be illuminating. 
Falcao joined Blues from Monaco last July after a 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Ayite in, Dembele out 


F ULHAM have signed 27-year-old Togo 
international Floyd Ayite from the 
French league. 

An attacking player, Ayite arrives from Ligue 1 
SC Bastia for an undisclosed fee, on a three-year 
deal, with a club option for a further 12 months. 

Recently linked with a move to Fulham's 
Championship rivals Nottingham Forest, 
France-born Ayite began his career at 
hometown club Bordeaux, during which time 
he took in loan spells at Ligue 2 Angers and top 
flight Nancy. 

Following a permanent transfer to Reims he 
played a small but useful part in them winning 
promotion from Ligue 2. A more consistent 
2013-14 brought him five goals and five assists 
and earned a move to Bastia. 

In his two seasons with the Corsican club he 
scored 16 times in just over 60 appearances, 
finishing as their top scorer in both seasons 
prior to his switch to Craven Cottage. He was 
also nominated for the Marc Vivien Foe award in 
2016 (recognising the best African player in 
Ligue 1) that was won by Lille's Sofiane Boufal. 

In French football circles, Ayite has been 
described as a pacy right winger, although he 


can play all across the front three. The French 
Football Weekly website suggests cause for 
optimism among Whites fans. 

Assessing the newcomer, they say:"In Ayite, 
you are buying a player willing and able to play 
in multiple positions, who is used to working 
with limited opportunity but making it count. 
He may not be a world-beater but he has been 
a solid performer for teams that finished 11 th, 

12th and 10th in Ligue 1 in the past three 
seasons, and seems well-set to deal with a 
physical game - if only from training with his 
Bastia team-mates. 

'Very good business' 

"Given his longevity, it is easy to forget that he 
is still only 27, and so more than capable of 
doing a job for a couple of seasons, and has 
experience of a promotion push. With Fulham 
looking to improve on an underwhelming 20th 
place last season, this could be a very good 
piece of business." 

Fulham will need more firepower next season 
following the news that Moussa Dembele has 
joined Celtic on a four-year deal following the 


expiry of his Fulham contract. 

The 19-year-old French striker, who arrived at 
Craven Cottage in the summer of 2012, finished 
last season as Whites'second highest scorer, 
behind Ross McCormack, with 17 crucial goals 
that saved them from relegation. 

It was no surprise that he decided to leave 
Fulham and cash in on his promise by accepting 
a reported £250,000-a-year deal that effectively 
trebles the wages he was on in SW6. 

Fulham will receive £500,000 from Celtic but 
must pay half of that figure to his previous club, 
Paris St Germain, as part of the sell-on clause in 
Dembele's original contract. 

As newly-appointed Celtic manager Brendan 
Rogers'first signing, Dembele is also looking 
forward to the prospect of playing Champions 
League football, should the Glasgow giants 
make it through the qualifiers. 

He chose the Scottish Premier League despite 
being linked with Tottenham Hotspur, Chelsea 
and Arsenal. Only time will tell if Dembele has 
what it takes to justify interest from some of 
England's finest and many will see going to 
Parkhead as the easy option. 

■ Continued page 27 


New first team coach - note the title ‘coach’, not 
‘manager’ - Antonio Conte has a preference foi 
playing three at the back with a couple of nippy wing- 
backs to plug midfield gaps. 

Gary Cahill and Kurt Zouma are a shoo-in to be at 
least two of the three. Who the other one will be is a 
subject of debate. 

Despite club captain John Terry successfully gaining 
a new one-year deal, the club is, however, set to nab 
Napoli defender Kalidou Koulibaly. 

He will also cost in the region of £30m but with deals 
now being done in euros, the exchange rate 
fluctuations caused by the EU referendum decision 
could well see that figure change considerably. 

Koulibaly is from Senegal and has failed to reach an 
agreement to extend his stay in Italy with Napoli. 
Arsenal are also tracking the 25-year-old but it’s 
believed that Chelsea are in pole position to bring him 
to London. 

Chelsea’s Dutch U21 international Nathan Ake is 
heading to the south coast for a season-long loan deal 
with AFC Bournemouth. 

Ake was at Watford on loan last season, plying his 
trade at left-back. He was even named their Young 
Player of the Season. 

The coming campaign will be his last on loan. He 
will either be taken into the first-team fold at Chelsea 
the following season or sold. 

■ CHELSEA Ladies suffered a shock defeat to 
London Bees in the Continental Cup, first round 
on Saturday. 

Blues took the lead through Beth England but parity 
came from a Gilly Flaherty own goal. To make matters 
worse, Niamh Fahey was then sent-off. 

Bees took advantage of their numerical advantage 
and took the lead, before Millie Bright scored a last- 
gasp equaliser to take the tie into extra-time. 

There were no further goals but Chelsea went out ol 
the competition 4-2 in the penalty shoot-out. 

They return to league action on Sunday with a home 
match against Birmingham City. 


BEES STUNG BY BIDWELL LOSS - page 27 


















